FROM THE TOO HARD BOX 19
By Vern Stannard

In the following two positions the well-known Bxh7+ sacrifice could have been played by White. However she elected to take the safe and sound course of winning the exchange and simplifying into the end game.

L.Moylan v N.Puuska

1.d4 Nf6, 2.Nf3 e6, 3.e3 c5, 4.Bd3 d5, 5.b3 cxd4, 6.exd4 Be7, 7.Bb2 0-0, 8.N(1)d2 b6, 9.Ne5 Bb7, 10.0-0 N(8)d7, 11.f4 Ne4, 12.Rf3 Bb4, 13.c3 Bd6, 14.Rh3 Bxe5, 15.fxe5 Qg5, 16.Bc1Qf5, 17.Nxe4 dxe4, 18.Rh5 Qg6, 19.Rg5 Qg6, 20.Bb5 R(f)d8, 21.Rg3 e3, 22.Bxe3 Qh4, 23.Bg5 Qe4, 24.Bd3 Qc6 (position 1) 25.Bxd8 Rxd8 (position 2).

In either of the positions working out that the bishop cannot be taken would not be extremely difficult, particularly if you had studied and absorbed Tactical Awareness No.3, but finding the tactical follow-up if it is not taken would be more than most non-professional club players could handle in the time limit so they would be satisfied with the win of the exchange plus another pawn. Then again some club players are prepared to lose chasing a brilliant finish.
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25.Bxh7+ Kf8 

(1…..Kxh7, 26.Qh5+ Kg8, 27.Bf6 Nxf6, 28.exf6 Qxg2+ [28…..g6, 29.Rxg6+ fxg6, 30.Qxg6+ mates], 29.Rxg2 Bxg2, 30.Kxg2),

26.Qh5 Ke8

(26…..Qc7, 27.Bg6 Nf6 [27…..fxg6, 28.Qh8+ Kf7, 29.Rf1+ Nf6, 30.Rxf6+ gxf6, 31.Qxf6+ Ke8 [[31…..Kg8, 32.Qxg6+ Kf8 (32…..Qg7, 33.Qxe6+ Kh8 [33…..Kf8, 34.Be7+] 34.Rh3+ Qh7, 35.Bf6++), 33.Be7+ mates]], 32.Qxe6+ Kf8, 33.Bf6+ Qg7, 34.Rxg6 mates], 28.exf6 fxg6 [28…..gxf6, 29.Bxf6 fxg6, 30.Rxg6 IF 28…..Ke8, 29.fxg7 Kd7, 30.Bxd8 Rxd8, 31.Bf7], 29.Qh8+ Kf7, 30.Qxg7+ Ke8, 31.Qxc7),

27.Rf1 Nf6 

(27…..Nxe5, 28.Bxd8 Qd5 [28…..Ng6, 29.Rxf7 Kxd8 [[29…..Kxf7, 30.Bxg6+ mates]], 30.Rxg6 IF 28…..Kxd8, 29.Qxe5], 29.dxe5 Qc5+ 30.Kh1, Qf8, 31.Bg5),

28.Bxf6 gxf6, 29.Rg7 Qd7 

(29…..Kd7, 30.Be4 Qxe4 [30…..Qxc3, 31.Qxf7+ Kc8, 32.Qxb7++], 31.Qxf7+ Kc6, 32.Qxe6+ Kb5, 33.Qc4+ Ka5, 34.Qa4++ OR 29…..Qc7, 30.Rxf6 Kd7, 31.Qxf7+ mates),

30.Rg8+ Ke7, 31.Qxf7+ Kxf7, 32.Rxf6+ Ke7, 33.Rg7+ Ke8, 34.Bg6+ Qf7, 35.R(6)xf7 mates.
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26.Bxh7+ Kf8

(26…..Kxh7, 27.Qh5+ Kg8, 28.Qg5 g6, 29.Qxd8+ Kg7 [29…..Nf8, 30.Rf1 Qe4 [[30…..Qd7, 31.Rxg6+ fxg6, [31…..Kh7, 32.Rh6+ Kxh6, 33.Qxf8+ Kh5 {{33…..Kh7, 34.Rf6 mates}}, 34.Qh8+ Kg5, 35.Qg7+ Kh5, 36.g4+ Kh4, 37.Qh6+ Kxg4, 38.Rf4++], 32.Rxf8+ Kh7, 33.Rh8+ Kg7, 34.Qf6++]], 30.Rf1 Qc8 [30…..Ba6, 31.Rh3 Qc8, 31.Rxf7+ Kxf7, 32/Rh7++], 31.Qh4 Qc6, 32.Qe7 Nxe5, 33.Qf6+ Kf8 [33…..Kg8, 34.dxe5 Qc5+, 35.Kh1 Bxg2+, 36.Rxg2 Qc5, 37.Rf3], 34.Rxg6 Qe8  [34…..Ba6, 35.Qd8+ Qe8, 36.Rg8+], 35.dxe5 Be4, 36.Rg7),

27.Qh5 Qc7 

(27…..Ke7, 28.Rxg7 Rf8, 29.Rf1 Kd8, 30.R(1)xf7 Qxc3 [30…..Rxf7, 31.Qxf7 Bc8 [[31…..Kc7, 32.Be4, Qb5, 33a4]], 32.Bf5 Qxc3 [[32…..exf5. 33.e6 Qxc3, 34.e7+ Kc7, 35.Qc4+]], 33.Qe7+Kc7, 34.Qd6+ Kb7, 35.Be4+ Ka6, 36.Qa3+ mates], 31.Rxd7+ Kc8, 32.Rc7 Qxc7, 33.Rxc7 Kxc7, 34.Qg4),

28.Rf1 Nxe5

(28…..Nb8, 29.Be4 Re8 [29…..Bxe4, 30.Qh8+ Ke7, 31.Rxf7+ Kxf7, 32.Rg7++], 30.Rxg7 Kxg7 [30…..Ke7, 31.Qxf5+ mates], 31.Qh7+ Kf8, 32.Bg6 mates OR 28…..Nf6, 29.exf6 g6 [29…..gxf6, 30.Rxf6 Ke1, 31.Rg7], ), 30.Rxg6 Ke8, 31.Rg8+ Kd7, 32.Qxf7+ Kc8, 33.Qxc7+ Kxc7, Rxd8 Kxd8, 35.f7),

29.dxe5 Rd2, 30.Be4 Qc5+, 31.Kh1 Rf2, 32.Rd1 Bd5, 33.c4 Qd4 

(33…..g6,  34.Qh8+ Ke7, 35.cxd5 Rd2, 36.d6+ Kd7, 37.Rg1),

34.cxd5 exd5 

(34…..Qxe4, 35.d6),

35.Qh8+ Ke7, 36.Qh4+ Ke8, 37.R(3)d3.

Finally an interesting game to fill up the page

If you do not look you will never see. How often do you look for a possible Q sacrifice by you or your opponent? In the following game from the 2002 Redcliffe Open Black obviously did not and White did.

K.Abylkassov v S.Solomon

1.e4 c5, 2.Nf3 d6, 3.d4 Nf6, 4.Nc3 cxd4, 5.Nxd4 a6, 6,Bg5 e6, 7.f4 Nc6, 8.Nxc6 bxc6, 9.e5 h6, 10.Bh4 g5, 11.fxg5 Nd5, 12.Ne4 hxg5, 13.Bxg5 Qb6
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14.Qxd5 Kd7 

(14…..cxd5, 15.Nf6+ Kd8, 16.Nd5+ Ke8, 17.Nxb6),

15.Qd2 Qxb2, 16.Nxd6 Qxa1+ 17.Kf2 Qxe5 

(17…..f6, 18.Bxf6 Bh6, 19.Qd3 c5 [19…..Rf8, 20.Qh7+ IF 19…..Kc7, 20.Bxh8],, 20.Nb5+ Ke8, 21.Qd8+ Kf7, 22.Qe7+ Kg6  [22…..Kg8, 23.Qe8+ mates], 23.Bd3+ Kh5, 24.Qf7+ Kg4, 25.h3+ mates),
18.Nc4+ Qd5, 19.Nb6+ Ke8, 20.Nxd5 cxd5, 21.Qc3 f6, 22.Qc6+ Kf7, 23.Qxa8 Bc5+, 24.Be3 d4, 25.Bd2 d3+, 26.Be3 dxc2, 27.Bd3 Rxh2, 28.Rc1 black resigned.
