CHESS   Sat  6 December 2003
                   David  Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com                 1

Another endgame study from ‘Mitrofanov’s Deflection’:  White is clearly winning but his e pawn is threatened & his bishop clumsily blocking the pawn’s advance.  How then does he ensure a successful promotion (3 variations)?
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With some emphasis on junior chess & further news on Gary Kasparov what better choice of a game than a Kasparov game when Gary was a 13 year old junior.  His opening play might be unrecognizable but his combinative prowess certainly isn’t!



              G  KASPAROV   -   Z  KENGIS

     

         1977  USSR  Junior Champiuonship, Rd 7

                 Colle System v Queens Indian

 1       d4  
Nf6  


 2       Nf3  
b6

 3       Bf4
Bb7  


 4       e3  
c5

 5       Nbd2  
g6       


 6       c3  
Bg7

 7       h3  
0-0  


 8       Be2  
Nc6

 9       0-0  
d6  


10      a4   
a6

11      Nc4  
b5  


12      Na3  
b4

13      cxb  
Nxb4  


14      dxc  
Nfd5!

15      cxd!  
Bxb2(a)  

16      Bh6!  
Re8

17      d7!! 
Qxd7  


18      Nc4  
Bxa1

19      Qxa1  
e5? (b)    

20      Ncxe5  
Qe6

21      Ng4  
f6


22      Bc4!  
Rf8(c)

23      e4!  
resigns(d)

a)  A risky attempt to gain material.

b)  Black had to return the exchange with 19...Nf6  20 Nb6, Qe6  21 Nxa8 with a positional plus for White

c)  Black is forced to offer the exchange back in view of the threat of 23 Nxf6+ but it is too late.

d)  A ruthless exploitation of the weaknesses around the castled king after the loss of the fianchettoed bishop on g7.

WA is hosting the 2004 Australian Junior Championships from 14 – 25 January at Hale School.  There are Under 18 & Under 12 tournaments, both Open & Girls’ events with age prizes in each event (Under 10, Under 14, Under 16).  This is a wonderful opportunity for juniors of all standards to compete in Australia’s premier junior event.  Entries close Friday 19 December. Enquiries 94099579, 92729450, 92761822 (Girls).

11 year old Yita Choong is the 2003 WA Junior Player of the Year based on results in six 2003 junior events.  He finished narrowly ahead of the WA Junior Champion Zhengbo Wang & another leading junior Dennis Holland.  Other prominent scorers were Jonathan Chiam, Ganesh Viswanath, Miles Haselgrove, John Moritz, Thomas Donaldson & Bo An Lu.

The final 2003 WA Grand Prix event, the Christmas Open attracted an excellent field of 28 including 8 players rated 1900+ vying for placings in the Open section.  The final round started with 5 players in with a chance of first place.  After leader Tim Hare, playing safety first chess, took an early draw in a barren position with Rob Maris, Tristan Boyd & Michael Horstman also were forced to share the point & Adam Haasse was unable to break down Jay Lakner’s stubborn time-troubled defence, leaving Tim winner by the slenderest of margins  & putting him in strong contention for overall 2003 GP winner (final results next week).  Results: Open – 1 Tim Hare (5/6):  =2nd Tristan Boyd, Michael Horstman, Adam Haasse, Robert Maris (4.5): =6th David Ellis, Zhengbo Wang (4):  Under 1900 – 1st Zhengbo Wang ( including wins v Jay Lakner & David Ellis), 2nd Andrew Hardegen, Leon Taylor (3.5):  Under 1600 – 1st Dennis Holland (3.5), 2nd Sophie Payne (3):  Under 1400: =1st  Ryan Humphries, Igor Colic, Thomas Donaldson  (3). Junior players certainly were very prominent in the rating awards!

The Kasparov story is held over to next week.

SOLUTION:  1 d7  (following the maxim ‘passed pawns should be pushed’) 1...Rd1  2 Bd5! Rxd5  3 e6 & wins.  If 1...Ra1+  2 Ba2! Rxa2+  3 Kb3 & wins:  if 1...Rh8  2 Bg8! Rxg8, e6 & wins. 

