CHESS    Sat 27 December  2003                                 David Ellis  9276 1822 / openfile@bigpond.com   2

Today a problem by the legendary Adolph Anderssen (‘the Immortal Game’) which should not present readers with too many difficulties, even after two days of celebrating: White to play & mate in 4. How do you first prevent Black queening?
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While it is usually White who is prepared to give up material early in the game for more rapid development and attacking chances, such defences as the Albin Counter Gambit (against the Queens Gambit 1 d4, d5  2 c4, e5  3 dxe, d4) and the Falkbeer Counter Gambit (against the Kings Gambit 1 e4, e5  2 f4, d5  3 exf, e4) show that Black can also invest material for development & the prospect of attack.  Below is a game with such an idea. Black declines a gambit pawn, instead allowing White to win a rook.  Does Black get sufficient compensation? You judge that for yourself.



             Julio Becerra Rivero  -  David Pruess



               2003 New York Masters, Round 4



        French Defence: Alekhine-Chatard Attack



 1       e4   
e6


 2       d4   
d5



 2       Nc3  
Nf6  


 4       Bg5   
Be7



 5       e5   
Nfd7  


 6       h4   
c5(a)



 7       Nb5  
0-0  


 8       Bxe7  
Qxe7



 9       Nc7  
f6  


10      Nxa8  
cxd



11      Nc7?(b) fxe  


12      Qd2
Nf6



13      f3(c)  
Qxc7  


14      0-0-0  
Nc6



15      Bb5  
Bd7  


16      Nh3  
Qb6



17      Bxc6  
bxc6  


18      Rhe1  
Rb8



19      b3   
c5  


20      Rxe5  
a5



21      Nf4  
a4  


22      Kb1  
axb



23      cxb  
Qd6  


24      Rde1  
c4



25      Qxd4  
cxb  


26      Rg5?(d) Qa3



27      Qd2  
bxa+  


28      Ka1  
Qb3



29      Qc1  
Qb4(e)  

30      Ne2  
Rc8



31      Nc3  
Rxc3  


32      Qd2  
Qc5



33      Rge5  
Rc2  


34      Qe3  
Qb4



          White Resigns.

a)  Alternatives to accepting the pawn with 6...Bxg5  7 hxg5, Qxg5 are 6...a6/...f6/...h6/...0-0.

b)  Nunn’s Chess Openings gives 11 Qxd4, Nc6  12 Qd2, fxe  13 0-0-0 with slight plus for White.  Instead White tries (unsuccessfully) to save his endangered knight. 

c)  If 13 Nb4, 13...Ne4 is too strong.

d)  The threat of 26 Qxf6 can be ignored - better was 26 R5e3 to give some needed protection to the exposed king.

e)  This fork of knight & (protected) rook ensures the win.

WA Grand Prix points are calculated from placings in 7 weekend tournaments held over the year.  Final placings 2003: Premier - 1 Tim Hare, 2 Jay Lakner, 3 Mike Partis, 4 David Ellis, 5 Robert Maris:  Major - 1 Ned Tomic, 2 John Fedec, 3 Andrew Hardegen, 4 Natalie Maris, 5 Dennis Holland, 6 Zhengbo Wang, 6 Gordon Dunlop:  Minor - 1 Dennis Holland, 2 Thomas Donaldson (from Albany area), 3 Ganesh Viswanath, 4 Igor Colic, 5= Daniel Van Heerdon & Miles Haselgrove, 7 Sophie Payne.

COMPUTER CHEAT:  ‘List’ playing in the computer championship in Grez, Austria, was disqualified & banned for 3 years.  Its standard of play was suspiciously strong & its owner failed to provide evidence its programme had not been copied. 

SOLUTION:  1 Na1, Kxa1  2 Kc2, c3  3 Kc1, c2  4 Bb2++.  

