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Here’s new champion Gary Lane’s only loss in the 2003/4 Australian Championship.  Can you see Stephen Solomon’s (Black) winning idea (you have to think ahead at least 6 moves to break down White’s resistance)? 
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Hale School has been the venue for both the Australian Schools Team Championships and the Australian Junior Championships. Firstly the hall was filled by over 70 students (plus coaches, parents & officials) in Open Secondary & Primary and Girls Secondary & Primary with Applecross High, Midland Christian, Penrhos College & Churchlands Primary being the WA representatives.  Numbers swelled further for the individual championships in Open Under 18 & Under 12 and Girls Open & Under 12.  Naturally a number of games will be lost by failure to adhere to sound opening principles. One of our local representatives, Ganesh Viswanath certainly took full advantage of an opponent who brought out his queen too early. 



      GANESH  VISWANATH   -   RUPERTO  LUGO



        2004 Australian Junior Championship, Round 5



                          Queens Pawn, Irregular



 1       Nf3  
d6  


 2       d4  
Bg4



 3       c3   
g6  


 4       Qb3  
Bxf3



 5       gxf3  
b6  


 6       e4  
Bg7



 7       Bg5  
Qd7  


 8       f4   
h6



 9       Bh4   
Qg4(a)  

10      Bg3  
Qf3



11      Nd2!  
Qg4(b)  

12      Bc4!(c)  e6



12      h3   
Qh5


14      Be2  
Qa5



15      Nc4  
Qa6  


16      Nxd6+!
Resigns(d)

a)  Black believes this queen sortie will net the e pawn.

b)  Now if 11...Qxh8 12 0-0-0, c6 or Nd7 13 Bh3, Qxd1+ & Black’s 2 undeveloped rooks will be no match for White’s queen.  However he now loses his queen for much less.

c)  The need to prevent 13 Bxf7+ deprives Black’s queen of an escape.

d)  16...cxd6  17 Bxa3, Nxa3  18 Qa4/b5+.

The most prestigious annual January tournament is the Corus tournament in Wijk aan Zee, the Netherlands.  The main event has 14 players, all GMs, with the top three Dutch players competing against many of the world’s best including World Champion Vladimir Kramnik.  Leader after 7 rounds was Viswanathan Anand (India) on 5/7, followed by Michael Adams (England) & Kramnik (Russia) on 4.5.  While the premier event gets virtually all the publicity, there are hundreds of players in various sections all crammed like sardines into the main playing hall.  We might not expect GMs to break elementary opening principles like the player above but look at the following with Evgeny Bareev, rated 14th in FIDE ratings on 2714, losing to his fellow Russian Peter Svidler in only 17 moves after disregarding the necessity of castling early in open positions: 



      PETER  SVIDLAR   -   EVGENY  BAREEV



                       2004 Corus, Netherlands



               French Defence: Rubinstein Variation



 1       e4  
e6   


 2       d4  
d5



 3       Nc3  
dxe  


 4       Nxe4  
Nd7



 5       Nf3  
Ngf6  


 6       Bd3  
c5



 7       0-0  
Nxe4  


 8       Bxe4  
Nf6



 9       Bg5  
cxd   


10      Nxd4  
h6



11      Bxf6  
Qxf6  


12      Qd3  
a6



13      Rad1  
Be7  


14      Nc6!  
e5(a) 



15      Nxe7  
Qxe7  


16      f4  
exf??(b)



17      Bxb7!   
Resigns(c)

a)  14...0-0 is clearly best although White’s advantage is apparent after 15 Nxe7, Qxe7  16 Qd6.

b)  Once more missing the chance of castling when White again has 17 Qd6 or 17 f5.

c)  17...Qxb7  18 Qd8++ or 17...Bxb7  18 Re1

SOLUTION:  1...Nxc6!  2 Nxc6, f3  3 Nd4, f2  4 Ne2! Kf3  (not 4...f1=Q?  5 Ng3+) 5 Ng3, Kg2 (to stop 6 Nf1) 6 Kb6, h5  White resigns as there is no defence against 7...h4.  

