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In Miller v Omholt-Jensen, 1984, it takes a clever combination to enable Black’s passed d pawn on the 7th  to promote (5 moves):
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Last week I gave scores in the prestigious Corus tournament in Wijk aan Zee, the Netherlands at just over the half way stage. Viswanathan Anand (India) maintained his lead, winning with 8.5/13. Equal second were Peter Leko (Hungary) & Michael Adams (England) on 8 while World Champion Vladimir Kramnik (Russia) lost ground to finish in =8th on 6.5. Here is one of his losses where his opponent, Adams, brilliantly uses threats of back-row mates to gain victory: 



   MICHAEL  ADAMS   -   VLADIMIR  KRAMNIK




             2004 Corus, Round 8




            Sicilian, Scheveningen



 1       e4    
c5   


 2       Nf3    
d6



 3       d4   
cxd   


 4       Nxd4  
Nf6



 5       Nc3   
a6  


 6       Be3   
e6



 7       Be2   
Be7  


 8       a4    
Nc6



 9       0-0  
0-0 


10      f4  
Qc7



11      Kh1  
Re8  


12      Bf3  
Rb8



13      Qe1  
e5  


14      Nde2  
exf



15      Nxf4  
Be6  


16      Bh5(a)  
Nxh5



17      Nxh5  
Qa5!(b)   

18      Nf4  
Bc4



19      Nd3  
Qd8(c)  

20      b3   
Bxd3



21      cxd3   
Bf6  


22      Rc1  
Nb4(d)



23      Qd2  
d5  


24      Bc5  
Bg5?



25      Qf2  
Nxd3(e)  

26      Qxf7+  
Kh8



27      Bd4  
Bh6  


28      Rcd1 
dxe



29      Ba7!  
Re7(f)  

30      Qf5  
Ra8  



31      Nxe4!  
Rd7  


32      Bb6! 
Qe8



33      a5! 
Kg8 


34      Qg4   
Kh8(g)



35      Rf8+  
Qxf8  


36      Qxd7  
Ne5 



37      Qxb7  
g6  


38      h3(h)   
Bg7



39      Nd6  
h5   


40      b4   
Qg8



41      Bc5  
Qb8  


42      Qe4  
Kh7



43      Rd5  
Resigns(i)

a)  Threatens 17 Nxe6 winning the exchange.

b)  Driving the knight away before White can play Qg3.

c) 19...Bf6 would be met by 20 Rxf6!

d)  Not only threatening 23...Nxd3 but preventing 23 Nd5.

e)  Not 25...Bxc1  26 Bxb4 threatening 26 Rxc1/Qxf7+/Nxd5.

f)  If 29...Ra8  30 Nxe4! Rxe4 (30...Rxa7  31 Rxd3! wins) 31 Rxd3! wins a pawn (31...Qxd3? 32 Qf8+!  mating).  Best is 29...Rf8! although White remains better.  Note the ensuing threats of back-row mates.

g)  Preventing 35 Nf6+.

h)  Stops any counterplay based on ...Ng4.

i)  If 43...Nc6  44 Rxh5+ or 43..Qh8  44 Bd4.

The 2004 Australian Junior Championships concluded recently at Hale School.  New Australian Junior Champion is Denis Bourmistrov (NSW) who scored 9/11.  The Australian Girls Champion is Heather Huddleston (NSW) who won with a picket fence 11/11.  Best WA scores were Zhengbo Wang with 6.5 (=12th), Mark Chapman & Nathan Rozells on 6 (=21st) and Yita Chung with 6.5 (=9th) in the Under 12s.

SOLUTION: 1...Qxf1+!  2 Qxf1, Bf2! & the threat of 3...Rxf1+  4 Rxf1, Be1 ensures promotion.

