CHESS  Sat 28 February 2004                              David Ellis  9276 1822 / openfile@bigpond.com       1  


A quirky 2 mover from M. Lipton (1966): White to play & mate in 2.
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The XXI Linares Tournament (Spain) has 7 players this year which, although giving players the occasional welcome break, makes standings more difficult to comprehend.  After 4 rounds Peter Leko leads with 2/3, followed by Kramnik & Shirov 2/4, Kasparov 1.5/3.  While there has been a high percentage of draws Kasparov’s  have certainly not been short & quiet. Sixteen year old Teimour Radjabov, like Kasparov from Azerbaijan, had to fight very tenaciously to share the point with the world Number 1 and prevent him getting revenge for last year’s loss.  Readers may remember that Radjabov was awarded the best game prize at the event last year which caused Kasparov to angrily snatch the microphone at the presentations and describe the decision as an insult.  Here is a very interesting and fluctuating struggle between Kasparov & the tournament leader:



         PETER  LEKO    -    GARY  KASPAROV



    XXI Linares Tournament, Round 3, 21 Feb 2004



              Sicilian Defence, Najdorf Variation



 1      e4  
c5  


 2      Nf3  
d6



 3      d4  
cxd  


 4      Nxd4  
Nf6



 5      Nc3  
a6  


 6      Be3  
e5



 7      Nb3
Be6  


 8      f3
Nbd7(a)   



 9      g4  
Nb6  


10     g5  
Nh5(b)  



11     Qd2  
Be7  


12     Qf2  
Nc4



13     Bxc4  
Bxc4  


14     h4  
0-0



15     Na4  
f5! (c)


16     Nb6  
Bxb3



17     axb3  
fxe4(d)  

18     Nxa8  
Qxa8



19     Qd2  
b5  


20     fxe4  
Ng3



21     Rg1  
Nxe4  


22     Qd3  
d5(e)  



23     Rxa6!  
Qxa6  


24     Qxd5+  
Kh8



25     Qxe4  
Qa1+  


26     Ke2  
Qxb2



27     Qc6  
Bb4  


28     Rf1  
Rg8(f)



29     h5   
Bc3(g)


30     Qe4  
Qa2(h)  



31     h6  
b4  


32     Rf7  
Qa1(i)



33     hxg+
Rxg7  


34     Rf8+ 
Rg8



35     Rxg8+  
Kxg8 


36     Qd5+  
Kg7



37     Qd7+  
Kg8  


38     Qe6+  
Kg7



39     Qh6+  
Kg8  


40     Qe6+  
Kg7



41     Qh6+  
Kg8 


         DRAW

a)  Heading for b6 to facilitate the ...d5 break.

b)  As White does not have the possibility of Ng3 opening up the h file, this blunts White’s kingside attack, making it safe (at least for the foreseeable future) for Black to castle kingside.

c)  Ignoring White’s threat in order to embarrass the queen on the f file.

d)  Black now forces White to take up the exchange sacrifice offer.

e)  Black seems to be developing an overwhelming position but White has a clever counter sacrifice.

f)  A pasive defensive move which shows that Black’s king is the more precariously placed.

g)  Black finds a game saving plan.

h)  With the idea of ...b4, ...Qa6+.

i)  Eyeing e1 now the White rook has vacated the 1st rank.

The second 2004 WA Grand Prix event, the ever popular South West Open, will be held at Bunbury on Saturday 13 & Sunday 14 March.  Details in the Feb CAWA newsletter & on the CAWA website.  Enquiries 9795 8044 & 9791 3127.

SOLUTION:  1 Bd5 (placing the inactive bishop on the key a8-h1 diagonal): 1...Kxg2  2 Nd2++: 1...N moves 2 Rxf2++:  if the Black bishop moves White has a decreasing number of mates depending on the length of the bishop move – 1...Ba7  2 Bxa7/Bb6/Bc5/Bd4/Be3/Bc4++ down to 1...Bxg3+  2 Nxg3++ or 1...Bxg1  2 Bc4++.  

