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While seeking reports on the Linares Tournament I came across the following position (White to play & mate in 5).  It was not sourced & plays much more like a real game than a composition.  It does however contain a tricky move 4 which many readers will spot very quickly (there is one minor  variation on move 2):
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Nigel Short recently wrote, ‘The World Health Organisation has given notice of a disease that is of potentially far greater virulence & destructiveness than the recent avian flu epidemic. The source of this ... deadly outbreak has been identified as the small Andalucian town of Linares where 7 people have been diagnosed as suffering from Severe Acute Drawitis.  Those afflicted with SAD display an uncontrollable urge to offer or accept premature peace proposals.’ ( Only 1 win in the first 15 games.)  Happily victims seem to be making a partial recovery as 6 of the next 15 games were decisive.  Leko remains in the lead with 5/8, followed by Kasparov & Kramnik on 5/9.  The following encounter is certainly no quick draw but finishes like last week’s game: 



      ALEXEI  SHIROV   -   VASELIN  TOPOLOV



                   XXI Linares, Rd 3: 21 Feb 2004

   

                             Catalan Opening



 1       d4   
  Nf6   


 2       c4  
e6



 3       Nf3  
  d5  


 4       g3  
Bb4+



 5       Bd2  
  Be7  


 6       Bg2  
0-0



 7       0-0  
  c6  


 8       Qb3  
b6



 9       Nc3  
  Ba6  


10      cxd  
cxd



11      Ne5  
  Bb7  


12      Rac1  
Nc6



13      Nb5  
  Nxe5  

14      dxe5  
Nd7



15      Qe3  
  Nc5  


16      Bb4  
a5



17      Ba3  
  Qd7  


18      Nd4  
Rac8



19      f4  
  b5  


20      Bxc5  
Rxc5



21      f5  
  Rxc1  

22      Qxc1  
exf



23      Nxf5        g6  


24      Nd4  
Qd8



25      h4(a)  
  b4  


26      Qf4  
f6



27      Bh3(b)  
  fxe  


28      Qxe5  
Bf6



29      Qe6+  
  Kh8  


30      e3  
Bg7



31      Rxf8+      Qxf8  

32      Qd7!  
Bh6(c)



33      Ne6!  
  Qc8(d)  

34      Qe7?(e)
d4!  



35      e4(f)  
  Bxe4  

36      Nc5  
Qxh3



37      Qe8+?(g) Kg7  


38      Qe7+ 
Kg8



39      Qe8+  
  Bf8  


40      Nxe4 
Qf5



41      b3  
  d3  


42      Qc6  
Kh8



43      Kg2  
  h6  


44      Qc4  
Qd7



45      Nf6!(h)    Qg7  


46      Ne4  
Qb2+



47      Kf3  
  Qe2+  

48      Kf4  
Bg7



49      Qc8+  
  Kh7 


50      Qd7! 
Qf1+(i)

a)  Not 25 Nxb5? Qb6+.

b) If 27 Ne6 again ...Qb6+.

c)  32...Qb8 is safer.   

d)  Not 33...Bxe3+  34 Kh2, Qf2+  35 Bg2, Qg1+  36 Kh3 with multiple threats. 

e)  Missing a win with 34 Qf7, d4  35 Ng5, Qc1+  36 Bf1, Qxe3+  37 Kh2, Qd2+  38 Kh3, Bc8+  39 g4, Qe3+  40 Kg2, Bg7 (40...Bxg5?? 42 Qf8++) 41 Qc7! Qd2+  42 Kh1 with threat of 43 Qxc8+ & Qd8+.

f)  Now if 35 Ng5, Qc1+  36 Bf1, Qxe3+ exchanges queens.

g)  Very likely a time trouble error (to reach move 40). 37 Qd8+! Kg7  38 Qxd4+, Kg8 39 Nxe4 holds.

h)  Creating counter play

i)  DRAW  after  51 Ke3, Qe2+  52 Kf4, Qf1+  53 Ke3, Qe2+ (White threatened 51 Nf6+).

Have you pencilled in next weekend for the SW Open? Venue - Bunbury Catholic College Hall: playing times - Sat 13th from 1pm to 7.30pm & Sun 14th from 10am to 4.45pm: enquiries – 9795 8044 & 9791 3127. Enter by Wed 10th March (late entries subject to additional $5 charge).

SOLUTION:  1 g7+, Kg8  2 Nxf8 (threat 3 Bxh7++) 2...Rxf8 (if 2...Re6+  3 Nxe6, h6  - 3...fxe6  4 Bxe6++ -  4 Nf8, h5  5 Bh7++) 3 Bxh7+! Kxh7  4 gxf8=R! (4 gxf8=Q?? stalemate) 4...Kh6  5 Rh8++.

