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It’s easy to see where White’s advantage lies in Peresipkin-Romanishin 1972 but can you you find his winning combination (4 moves)?
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Linares 2004 was won by Vladimir Kramnik (7/12), followed by Peter Leko & Gary Kasparov (6.5), Teimour Radjabov & Vaselin Topalov (6), Francisco Vallejo Pons & Alexei Shirov, the 2 Spanish players, (5).  Last week after quoting Nigel Short’s amusing comments on the Severe Acute Drawitis syndrome I stated that there appeared to be signs of recovery in rounds 6-10.  However in looking at the detailed results I discovered that 33 of the 42 games were drawn with half of the 14 rounds without a decisive result. Kramnik only won 2 games while Kasparov only one.  Perhaps the key game was Kramnik’s win with Black against front runner Leko in round 11:



        PETER  LEKO   -   VLADIMIR  KRAMNIK



                 2004  Linares (Spain), Round 11



            Sicilian Defence: Sveshnikov Variation



 1      e4  
c5


 2      Nf3  
Nc6



 3      d4   
cxd  


 4      Nxd4  
Nf6



 5      Nc3  
e5  


 6      Nbd5  
d6



 7      Bg5  
a6  


 8      Na3  
b5



 9      Bxf6  
gxf6(a)  

10     Nd5  
f5



11     Bd3  
Be6  


12     0-0  
Bxd5



13     exd5  
Ne7  


14     Qh5  
e4



15     Be2  
Bg7  


16     c3  
Rc8



17     Nc2  
Rc5  


18     Ne3  
f4



19     Nf5  
0-0  


20     a4  
Nxf5



21     Qxf5  
Qe7! 


22     axb  
axb



23     Qxf4  
Rxd5  


24     Rfd1  
Re5    



25     Qe3(b)  
f5


26     Qb6  
f4



27     Qxd6  
Qg5  


28     f3  
e3



29     Ra7  
Kh8 


30     Qd7(c)
Rg8



31     Qh3(d)  
Qg6  


32     Rad7
Rh5



33     R7d6  
Bf6!  


34     Rxf6  
Qc2!!(e)



35     Qxh5  
Qxe2  


36     g4  
Qf2+



         White Resigns(f)

a)  Black’s position looks untidy with a hole at d5, a backward pawn (d6) on a half-open file, doubled pawns & a weakened king-side but he does have a central pawn majority & a half-open g file which can be used to build up an attack against White’s king.

b)  Blockading & threatening to win Black’s vulnerable pawns.

c)  Moving the queen from a key square - 30 Kh1 was better.

d)  Bringing the queen to protect the king but the queen herself becomes subject to attack here – again 31 Kh1.

e)   A devastating blow!

f)  37 Kh1, Qxf3+  38 Kg1, Qxd1+  39 Kg2, Rxg4+ etc.

Any Secondary Schools that have failed to nominate for the Inter-school Chess League should contact organiser Ian Briggs ASAP (9377 9222).  Matches in the various divisions start from 22 March & finals should be completed before Year 12s leave school in November.

The SW Open (6 round WA Grand Prix event) starts today at the Bunbury Catholic College Hall at 1pm.

Intending late entries should conyact 9795 8044 or 9791 3127.

SOLUTION:  1 e6! Rxg5  2 Rd8+! Kxd8  3 exf7 & queens.    

