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     FATHERS  &  SONS

‘Chess is a kind of alcohol .... Unless a man has supreme self-control it is better that he should not learn to play chess.  I have never allowed my children to learn it for I have seen too much of its evil results.’  So wrote the famous English player Joseph Henry Blackburne (1841-1924).  Blackburne, who abandoned business interests to become a chess professional, was called ‘the Black Death’ because of his brilliant spectacular play which could destroy unsuspecting opponents as in the position below (White to play, 3 moves).
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In general famous chess players do not raise famous chess-playing sons (perhaps chess-playing fathers agree with Blackburne’s sad sentiments).  I was therefore struck to see among the 10 players in a current tournament in Armenia the name Tigran Petrosian who I assume is the son of the legendary Tigran Petrosian (1927-89).  The tournament is the Tigran Petrosian 75th Anniversary Tounament, commemorating the birth of Petrosian who won the World Championship in 1963, defeating Botvinnik +5 –2 =15, successfully defended his title in 1966 against Boris Spassky +4 –3 =17 before losing to Spassky in 1969, =3 – 6 = 13 (Spassky attended & spoke at the opening ceremony).  Petrosian was USSR champion 4 times & in 9 Olympiads amassed the amazing score of +79 =50 –1, winning best score prizes 6 times!  His son, who is an IM, was in second place with 3.5 after 6 rounds.  I was attracted to the following game by Petrosian jnr as he employs the very unusual Dunst Opening (1 Nc3), a favourite of mine: 



        Tigran  Petrosian (jnr)   -   Gabriel Sargissian



       Tigran Petrosian 75th Anniversary Tournament



                               Dunst Opening



 1      Nc3   
d5  


 2      e4  
dxe



 3      Nxe4  
Nbd7  


 4      Nf3  
Ngf6



 5      Nxf6+  
Nxf6  


 6      d4  
Bg4



 7      h3  
Bh5  


 8      g4  
Bg6



 9      Bg2  
e6  


10     Ne5  
c6



11     0-0 
Nd7  


12     Nc4  
h5



13     g5  
Nb6  


14     Ne5  
Bf5



15     a4  
a5  


16     c4  
Be7



17     Qe2  
Bxg5  


18     d5  
cxd



19     cxd 
0-0  


20     dxe 
Bxe6



21     Qxh5  
Bxc1 


22     Raxc1  
Qf6



23     Bxb7 
Rab8  


24     Be4  
g6



25     Ng4  
Qh8  


26     Qxa5  
Nd7



27     Bg2  
Qh4  


28     Qd2  
Bxg4



29     Qf4  
Ne5  


30     Qxe5  
Be6



31     Rcd1  
Qxa4 


32     Rd4  
Rb4



33     Rfd1  
Rxd4 


34     Qxd4  
Qb5



35     Qf6  
Qb3  


36     Rd8  
Rxd8



37     Qxd8+  
Kg7  


38     Qd4+  
Kg8



39     h4   
Kh7  


40     Kh2  
Qb8+



41     Kg1  
Qb3


42     Be4  
Qh3  



43     Bd5  
Bxd5


44     Qxd5  
Qg4  




45     Kf1 
Kg8  


46     Qg5  
Qd4  



47     h5
Draw agreed

The 2004 WA Club Teams Lightning (5 min) Championship will be held at the Kings on Sunday 28 March (1 3.30pm).  Last year’s inaugural event, despite a low entry, was greatly enjoyed with many prizes. Clubs should make every effort to organise teams of 3 players to ensure a successful day.  Entries & enquiries to Gordon Dunlop 9470 9056.

The efforts of Gary Kasparov & liberal journalists & lawmakers in Russia to persuade voters to boycott the presidential election failed with Vladimir Putin gaining over 70% of votes in a turnout of nearly 65%.

SOLUTION:  1 Rxg7+!  Kxg7  2 Nh5+!! (clearance sacrifice opening up the queen’s diagonal) 2...Rxh5  3 Qc7+ & mates.      

