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A piece & 2 pawns down, George Koltanowski (White) pulls off a brilliant finish in a blindfold simultaneous v Dunkelblum 1929 (3 moves):
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The Amber Chess Tournament has been played in Monaco each year since 1992.  It brings together a number of the top players in the world to compete in Rapid Play (25 min + 10 sec a move) & Blindfold Play (25 min + 25 sec a move) with the morning Rapid Play followed by an afternoon blindfold game against the same opponent. Rapid Play games are not recorded but players are informed if they are able to claim draws by repetition or by the 50 move rule.  The same applies to the blindfold where opponents sit on opposite sides of a table, though not directly opposite, each with a lap-top computer with blank board.  A player mouses or keys in his move which is briefly shown on his & his opponent’s blank board. A pleasing aspect of the event was the high proportion of decisive results – 50% in the Blindfold & over 72% in the Rapid (cf with the recent Linares with less than 22% decisive results).  The joint winners of this year’s 12 player event were the Russians Alexander Morozevich & World Champion Vladimir Kramnik (14.5/22) followed by Viswanathan Anand, Ivanchuck, Bareev, Leko, Svidler, Shirov, Topalov, Gelfand, van Wely & Vallejo Pons.  Morozovich (8.5/11) won the Blindfold while Anand (7.5/11) topped the Rapid Play. The young Spaniard Vallejo (3.5/22) was badly rooted at the bottom, 5 points behind 11th placed van Wely, but produced arguably the best win of the competition against the current Russian champion:




         Francisco Vallejo Pons  -  Peter Svidler




            Sicilian Defence: Najdorf Variation




             2004 Amber Rapid Play, Round 4




 1     e4   
c5  


 2     Nf3  
d6




 3     d4   
cxd  


 4     Nxd4  
Nf6



 
 5     Nc3  
a6  


 6     f3  
e5



 
 7     Nb3  
Be6  


 8     Be3  
Be7




 9     Qd2  
0-0  


10    0-0-0  
Nbd7




11    g4  
b5  


12    g5  
b4




13    Ne2  
Ne8  


14    Kb1  
a5




15    Nbc1  
a4  


16    f4  
exf




17    Bxf4  
Nc5  


18    Bg2  
b3




19    cxb  
axb  


20    a3  
d5




21    Nd4  
Nd6  


22    exd  
Bg4







23    Rde1  
Qd7


24    Qb4  
Bf5+




25    Ka1(a)  
Rfb8!!  

26    Qxc5  
Nc4!




27    d6(b)  
Rxa3+!  

28    Qxa3  
Nxa3




29    dxe7(c)  
Nc2+  


30    Nxc2  
Qa4+




WHITE  RESIGNS (d)

a)  25 Nxf5, Qxf5  26 Ka1, Na6  27 Qd4, Qd7 leads to a quieter game with less problems for White.

b)  If 27 Qxc4? Rxa3+!  28 bxa3 b2+ wins.

c)  Losing quickly: White stays in the game with 29 Nxf5. 

d)  31 Na3, Qxa3+!  32 bxa3, b2+ mates.

The Gufeld Cup (WA Grand Prix event) starts tomorrow, 1 – 7.30 pm with the final 3 rounds on Monday, 10.30am – 5pm.  Venue is the Kings Hotel.  Please submit entry at Kings between 12 & 12.30 tomorrow.  Enquiries David Ellis 9276 1822.

Readers are now able to check out previous weeks’ columns as well as local chess news & information on the CAWA website, www.geocities.com/wachess.

SOLUTION: 1 Rd5!! (if 1...Qxd5  2 Qxe7 mating) 1...Qh4  2 Rh5! Qf6  3 Rf5!  Koltanowski’s opponent was no woodpushing pushover but a promising 23 year old who would become Belgium champion & who would represent his country in 11 Olympiads.

