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Alekhine-Capablanca (St Petersburg 1914): How does Black with 2 sacrifices gain a decisive adavantage (6 moves)?
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The last letter in my chess alphabet series nearly a year and a half ago featured the famous American Frank Marshall.  N follows on with New York 1924, where Marshall competed in the most famous event ever held in the USA.  An 11 player double round robin, New York 1924 was a struggle between the 3 World Champions who dominated the chess world in the first half of the 20th century, Lasker, Capablanca & Alekhine.  Prussian born Emanuel Lasker (1868 – 1941) defeated Steinitz in1894 to become World Champion and held the title for 27 years.  Jose Raul Capablanca, born in Cuba in 1888,  World Champion 1921-27, died after a heart attack at the Manhattan Chess in 1942.  Alexander Alekhine (World Champion 1927-35 & 1937-46) was born in Moscow in 1892, emigrated first to Switzerland & then to France. He died in Portugal in 1946 while negotiating a title defence against Botvinnik. The idea of the tournament was first conceived in 1923 but doubts were held on the possibility of raising the $10,000 (USA) to cover costs.  However within a week of the formation of a tournament committee $6500 was promised. Interest in the game was high & large crowds flocked to the games. Interestingly the draw for each round was made just prior to commencement of play so no one knew in advance who their opponent would be.  Lasker had a first round bye but took the lead after 7 rounds.  Here is an early victory over one of his main rivals:



EMANUEL  LASKER  -  ALEXANDER  ALEKHINE



                        New York 1924, Round 3



      Queens Gambit Declined: Exchange Variation



 1      d4   
d5  


 2      c4  
e6



 3      Nf3  
Nf6  


 4      Nc3  
Nbd7



 5      cxd  
exd  


 6      Bf4  
c6



 7      e3  
Nh5  


 8      Bd3(a)  
Nxf4



 9      exf4  
Bd6  


10     g3  
0-0



11     0-0  
Re8  


12     Qc2  
Nf8



13     Nd1  
f6  


14     Ne3  
Be6



15     Nh4(b)  
Bc7(c)  

16     b4  
Bb6



17     Nf3  
Bf7  


18     b5(d)  
Bh5



19     g4  
Bf7  


20     bxc  
Rc8



21     Qb2  
bxc  


22     f5(e)  
Qd6



23     Ng2  
Bc7  


24     Rfe1 
h5



25     h3  
Nh7  


26     Rxe8+ 
Rxe8



27     Re1 
Rb8  


28     Qc1 
Ng5



29     Ne5 
fxe5 


30     Qxg5 
e4



31     f6   
g6(f)


32     f4  
hxg



33     Be2  
gxh 


34     Bh5  
Rb2



35     Nh4  
Qxf4  


36     Qxf4  
Bxf4



         White resigns

a)   8 Bg3, Be5, Bg5 were all better than the text which results in king-side weaknesses.

b)  A loss of time: Alekhine suggests 15 Rfd1 & if 15...Bf7  16 Bf5.

c)  Note how Lasker makes uses his 2 bishops, redeploying them to attack White’s pawn weaknesses.  However 15...a5 first would have slowed White’s minority attack (b4/5).

d) 18 Bf5 (to meet 18...Bh5 with 19Bg4) would avoid the further king-side weakening.

e)  To prevent 22...Ne6.

f)  Not 31...Qh2+  32 Kf1, Qh8+  33 Ke2, exd3+  34 Kxd3, Qxh3+  35 Ne3, Kf8  36 Qxg7+, Ke8  37 Kc2.

2004  METROPOLITAN  OPEN,  a 7 round 90 min Swiss, will be held on succesive Thursday evenings commencing 20 May at Drabble House, Webster St., Nedalands.  Entry fees $25/20/15 with first prize of $200, place prizes & 6 rating prizes (subject to entry). There is a maximum field of 48 so enter ASAP.  Enquiries Kelvin Taylor 9381 7854 (h)  9441 7452 (w).

SOLUTION:  1...Nxg2!  2 Kxg2, Qg4+  3 Kf1, Qh3+  4 Ke2, Rxe3+!  5 fxe3, Qxe3+  6 Kd1, Qxe1+.

