CHESS   Sat 22 May 2004                                    David Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com        2

For a vast number of players their first introduction to serious chess was through a teams competition, very possibly schools leagues.  My own first recorded game was as a 13 year old ( I learnt to play at 11) playing about board 20 for Truro School in a Friendly against the local senior club & for the next few years experience was gained mainly via inter-school & inter-club competition in Cornwall. Inter-club chess continued to be the mainstay of my chess development, culminating in representing Richmond in Div. I London League & UK National Club Championships. In my early years in Perth, from the 1970s onwards, rivalry was often intense with clubs such as Northern Suburbs, South Perth, Belmont, Queens Park, Darlington, QE II, Yugoslav Club, Willetton Sports Club, St Brigids & even Bunbury joining at various times in competition against the long established Metro, Fremantle & Perth Clubs.  Sadly in recent years the number of metropolitan clubs has declined and is now confined to Metro, Midland, Fremantle, Perth & Crocavia Clubs, resulting in a lessening of the importance of inter-club competition.

Elsewhere throughout the world however such competition remains a very important part of chess life and below are a position & game from arguably the world’s top inter-club competition, the Russian Teams Competition:

                 J. Geller – Grischuk:  White to play mates in 5 or 6 moves
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           A  MOROZEVICH   -   V  BOLAGAN



               2004 Russian Teams Competition



                      Caro-Kann Defence: 3 f3



 1     e4  
c6 


 2     d4  
d5



 3     f3(a)  
e6  


 4     Nc3  
Bb4



 5     Bf4  
Ne7  


 6     Qd3  
b6



 7     Ne2  
Ba6  


 8     Qe3  
0-0



 9     0-0-0 
c5  


10    a3   
Bxc3



11    Qxc3  
Bxe2  


12    Bxe2  
c4



13    h4  
b5  


14    Qe1 
Nbc6



15    h5  
Qd7  


16    g4  
f6



17    Bf1(b)  
Rad8  


18    Bh3  
dxe



19    fxe  
Nxd4  


20    g5  
f5



21    Kb1(c)  
Qc6  


22    h6  
fxe



23    Qc3  
e3(d)  


24    Rxd4!! 
Qxh1+



25    Ka2  
Qxh3  


26    Rxd8(e)  
gxh



27    gxh
Qg4(f)  

28    Qh8+!! 
Resigns(g) 

a)  A welcome change from the common 3 Nc3 or the now popular Advance Variation 3 e5.

b)  To redeploy the bishop on h3 putting pressure on the now weakened e6 square.

c)  Threatens 22 c3 winning the knight.

d)  The attacked knight cannot move – 23...Ne2  24 Qxg7#. By discovering an attack on the h1 rook Black hopes to prevent 24 Rxd4.

e)  Again with threat of Qxg7#.

f)  27...Nf5 loses quickly to 28 Qh8+! Kxh8   29 Rxf8#.

g)  28...Kxh8  29 Rxf8+, Ng8  30 Be5+, Qg7  31 B/hxg7#.  A brilliant game by Morozevich who was in sparkling form, guiding his team to first place.

The 2nd Cracovia Cup will be held on Sunday 30 May at the Cracovia Club, 375 Marshall Rd., Beechboro, starting at (I think) 10.30 am with prize-giving at 4.30 (1st prize $100 + cup with other prizes – 2nd, 3rd, Under 1700 1st & 2nd & Under 1500 1st & 2nd - depending on entry numbers). Format: 5 round Swiss, 30 min per player. Entry fee $15. Please phone entries to Andrzej Patron 9302 5194 / 0421488796 by Fr 21 May.  Late entries ($17) accepted up to 10am at venue. The fully licenced restaurant will be open for lunch & dinner. 

SOLUTION:  1 Rxg7+! resigns. If 1...Kxg7  2 Rg1+, Kh8  3 Qg3, Rg8  4 Qxg8+! (or the more prosaic 4 Nf7+! Nxf7  5 Qxg8#) 4...Nxg8  5 Nf7#  (if 3...Ng4  4 hxg4, Bb7  5 gxf5, Rg8  6 Nf7# or 2...Ng4  3 hxg4, fxg4  4 Qh3! etc). 

