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How does White ensure a successful pawn promotion (Skuratov – Svedchikov 1972)?
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   Focus on WA Club competitions today.  The 10-player ACF rated Midland Masters was the strongest so far in its 9 year history with 7 players rated 2000+.  Winner was former WA champion Stewart Byrne with 8/9 (+7, =2), 2 points ahead of Tristan Boyd (+3, =6). Third was Tim Hare (5.5), followed by WA champion Haydn Barber & Peter Roza (5). The Midland Challengers (6 players) was won by Gordon Dunlop (7.5/10), just ahead of Fred Maris on 7.

   The Metropolitan Championships were well patronised with 48 players competing in the 4 divisions. The Championship resulted in a tie between Adam Haasse & David Ellis (9/11), with Peter Roza (7.5) third.  Youth came out on top in the other divisions  with Ganesh Viswanath (8/10) winning the B division from Robin Shaw (7), Yita Choong (9.5/11) the C division, followed by Adam Kishwar (8) & club stalwart Vic Smyth (7.5), and Blair Slack-Smith (10/12) the D division from Tony Lofthouse (9) & Andrew Clapin (8.5).  The Metro Open has recently started with a full complement of 50 players.

   Many times WA champion Wolfgang Leonhardt was clear favourite to win the Perth Championship (16 entries).  However a loss to Martin Curtis in round 2 left Wolf ground to make up. His final game with Andrzej Patron resulted in a draw leaving the 2 players tied on 5.5/7.  Third equal were Martin Curtis (who also beat Patron), Peter Dix, Jonathan Smith, Joe Klimczak & Mark Saxon (4.5).



       ADAM  HAASSE    -    STEWART  BYRNE



                         2004 Midland Masters



             Ruy Lopez, Steinitz Defence Deferred.



 1   e4   
e5  


 2   Nf3   
Nc6



 3   Bb5  
a6  


 4   Ba4  
d6



 5   d4  
b5  


 6   Bb3  
Nxd4



 7   Nxd4  
exd4  


 8   Bd5(a)  
Rb8



 9   Qxd4  
Bd7  


10  a4    
Nf6   



11  axb  
axb 


12  Nc3  
c5(b)



13  Qd3  
b4  


14  Ne2  
Nxd5  



15  Qxd5  
Be7  


16  0-0  
0-0



17  Rd1  
Bg4(c)  

18  f3 
 
Be6



19  Qh5  
Bf6  


20  Ra6  
Rb6



21  Rxb6  
Qxb6  


22  Nf4  
c4+



23  Kh1  
Qf2! 


24  c3(d)  
Qc2



25  Rf1  
bxc  


26  bxc 
Bxc3



27  Nxe6  
Qe2!


28  Rg1  
fxe6



29  Bg5  
Bd4
  

30  Rb1  
c3



31  h4  
c2  


32  Rc1  
Be5



33  Kg1(e)  
Qd1+  


34  Kf2  
Bb2



35  Qg4  
Bxc1  


36  Qxe6+  
Kh8



37  Qe7  
Rg8  


38  Bf6
Be3+(f)  



White resigns

a)  Not 8 Qxd4? c5  9 Qd5, Be6 & White’s bishop is trapped by ...c4.

b)  Accepting a backward pawn on the half-open d file to generate pressure on the queenside. 

c)  Rather than the immediate 17...Be6 Black forces a weakening along the a7-g1 diagonal putting the white king in potential danger.

d)  If 24 Nxe6, Qxc2!

e)  Otherwise 33...Qd1+ is curtains.

f)  Not 38...gxf6  39 Qxf6+ with perpetual: White threatens 39 Bxg7+! Rxg7  40 Qf8+, Rg8  41 Qf6+=.  If now 39 Kxe3, c8=Q+  40 Kf2, Qe1#.

Late entries can be accepted for the 2nd Cracovia Cup at the Cracovia Club, 375 Marshal Rd., Beechboro.  Phone entries to Andrzej Patron 9302 5194 / 0421488796 or pay at venue by 10am. 

Foundation Day Tournament (WA Grand Prix event) will be held Sun June 6 (1 – 7.30pm) & Mon June7 (10.30am – 5pm) at Applecross High School Staff Room, Links Rd., Ardross.  Enquiries Andrrzej Patron.

SOLUTION: 1fxe7 is met by 1...Rxe6 so White plays 1 Rh5! (deflection sacrifice) 1...Rxh5  2 fxe7.

