Chess   Sat 19 June 2004                                          David Ellis  92761822  /  openfile@bigpond.com     2

All Black’s 4 pieces + the dangerous passed pawn on f7 combine to mate in 6 moves against a desperate White defence (Sieglen-Wessein 1989).  While the two major pieces perish, three lesser remain to inflict the final blow:
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The 2004 Metro Open has a full field of 50 players with club members filling the large majority of places, possibly meaning a number of strong outside players have been unable to compete.  After 3 rounds the top three rated players, Adam Haasse, David Ellis & Robert Maris remain the only 100% players.  Adam, joint winner last year, will be favourite to win the title on his own this year.  Here is a game of his from the recent FIDE rated Midland Masters:



ADAM  HAASSE   -   JAY  LAKNER



2004 Midland Masters



Ruy Lopez: Closed Defence



 1   e4

e5   


 2   Nf3   
Nc6



 3   Bb5  
a6  


 4   Ba4  
Nf6



 5   0-0  
Be7  


 6   Re1  
b5 



 7   Bb3  
d6  


 8   c3  

0-0



 9   h3  
Nd7  


10  d4  
Nb6



11  Nbd2  
Bf6  


12  Nf1  
Re8






13  Ng3  
g6


14  Bh6  
a5



15  Bd5(a)  
Nxd5  


16  exd5  
Ne7



17  dxe  
dxe  


18  Ne4  
Bg7(b)



19  d6!  
Nf5(c)  

20  Bg5  
f6



21  Bxf6!  
Bxf6  


22  d7!  
Bxd7



23  Qxd7!  
Nd6(d)  

24  Nxf6+  
Qxf6






25  Qxc7  
Rac8(e)

26  Qxa5  
e4



27  Nh2  
Rc5  


28  Qb6  
e3?!(f)



29  Qxc5  
Qxf2+  

30  Kh1  
Ne4(g)



31  Qd5+  
Kf8(h)  

32  Qxe4!  
Rxe4



33  Rf1  
Ke7  


34  Rxf2  
exf2



35  Nf3  
Re2  


36  Rb1  
Kd6



37  g3  
Kd5  


38  Kg2  
Ke4



39  Rf1  
Ke3  


40  Ne5  
h5(i)



41  c4   
Rxb2  


42  cxb  
Rxb5

43 Nxg6         Black resigns on move 50.

a)  Both players are well up on opening theory.  I found the line in Nunns Chess Openings (1999) which continued 15 d5.  Very possibly 15 Bd5 is a more recent recommendation.  It certainly sets Black many problems after the capture on d5 with White using his space advantage to open lines to his advantage.

b)  18...Bh8 was worth consideration.

c)  19...Bxh6 is met by 20 Nf6+. 

d)  23...Qxd7 loses a piece to 24 Nxf6+.

e)  Black, in a losing position, seeks to organise an attack against White’s king. By offering the a pawn he deflects White’s queen to the queenside.

f)  A rook is offered to get at White’s king.  White takes up the offer. 

g)  With the threats of 31...Ng3# & 31...Nxc5. Unfortunately the exposed nature of Black’s king gives White an adequate defence.

h)  If 31...Kg7 32 Qd4+, Kg8  33 Rxe3 or 33 Qxe3, Ng3+  34 Qxg3, Qxg3  35 Rxe8+.

i)  Preventing 41 Ng4+.

The WA Championship will be played at Applecross High School on 9 successive Sundays (1 – 6pm) from  4 July to 29 August. Closing date for entries is Monday 28 June  Enquiries Norbert Muller 9409 9579.

SOLUTION:  1...Rxf5!  (deflection sac opening the a8-h1 diagonal) 2 exf5, Bd5+  3 Bg2, Qh3!  4 Rf3! (not 4 Bxd5, f8=Q+) 4...Nxf3!! (not 4...Bxf3  5 Qxg5+) 5 Bxh3, Ne1+  6 Bg2, Bxg2#.

