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The recently finished Dortmund Tournament resulted in victory for Vishy Anand.  Eight players, in 2 sections double round-robins, provided semi-finalists, won by Anand & Vladimir Kramnik.  In the final, after 2 draws & 1 rapid-play draw, Anand clinched the title in the 2nd rapid-play game. Peter Svidler was 3rd & Peter Leko 4th.  In diagram 440 Kramnik (Black) saves the first final game with brilliant sacrificial play starting with 1...Rf3!  2 Qb1 (2 Qxf3?? h3+ or 2 Qc2? hxg):
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Another game from the recent World Computer Championship.  The loser had the dubious distinction of losing all its 11 games – you can understand why when you play the game.  Its ability was a world away from winner  Deep Junior which proved the equal of Kramnik in their short match last year.




     ISICHESS   -   FIBCHESS




          2004 World Computer Championship



                  Queens Gambit Accepted



 1    d4  
d5  


 2    c4  
dxc



 3    Nf3  
c6  


 4    a4  
Nf6



 5    Nc3  
Be6  


 6    e4  
Qa5



 7    Ng5  
c5?  


 8    Nxe6  
fxe6



 9    Bxc4  
Nxe4?   

10   Qh5+  
Kd7  



11   Bxe6+! 
Kxe6  


12   Qd5+
Kf6



13   0-0!  
Nxc3  


14   Bg5+  
Kg6



15   Qe6+! 
Kh5  


16   g4+  
Kxg5



17   Qf5+ 
Kh6  


18   Qh5#

Of course it’s not only inferior computer programs that lead to quick finishes:




       KUNIN   -   OXCENGOIT





    Moscow, 1958




              French: Winawer



 1    e4  
e6 


 2    d4  
d5



 3    Nc3  
Bb4 


 4    Bd2  
exd



 5    Qg4  
Qxd4  


 6    0-0-0 
f5



 7    Bg5!? 
Qe5?(a) 

 8    Rd8+  
Kf7



 9    Nf3! 
Qa5?(b) 

10   Bb5!!
Nc6(c)



11   Ne5+!
resigns  

a)  7...Qxf2 is better, as is 7...fxg4  8 Rxd4, Be7  9 Nxe4, Nf6.

b)  9...exf3  10 Qxb4, c5 leads to a draw – 11 Qh4, Nc6  12 Bf4, Qf6  13 Bg5, Qg6  14 Qg3! Nxd1  15 Qc7+, Kf8  16 Qd6+.

c) The knight proves to be overworked defending against both 11 Ne5# & 11 Be8+,  Kf8  12 Bg6#.

FIDE has asked for tenders for the planned Gary Kasparov – Rustam Kasimdzhanov (FIDE’s new world champion).  The winner will then play the winner of the forthcoming Vladimir Kramnik – Peter Leko 14 game match to create an undisputed World Champion.

The Bobby Fischer drama continues with Fischer attempting to renounce US citizenship & claim German through his father.  The Chess Federation of Iceland (where Fischer won the world title from Spassky), has opened a web site for interested persons to plead for his release, as have many others organisations, & Bosnia-Herzegovnia has offered Fischer political asylum.

With 2 rounds to go a number of players are still very much in contention for the WA Championship.  Key results from rounds 6 & 7:  Rd 6 – Boyd (4.5) bt Hare (5), Lakner (4) bt McCamon (4), R Maris lost to Barber (4):  Rd 7 – Barber (5) & Boyd (5.5) drew, Hare (5) bt Lakner (5), Dunlop (4.5) bt Baker (4.5), Byrne (4) bt Shaw (4), McCamon (4) bt Payne (4), Tomec (4) lost to R Maris (4). 

SOLUTION:  2...Rxg3+!!  (not 2...hxg? 3 Qh1+!) 3 fxg3, Qxg3+  4 Kf1, Qf3+  5 Kg1 draw (5 Ke1? Qh1+ or 5 Bf2? h3!! & wins (6 c8=Q, h2 & White’s 2 queens are unable to attack or defend).

