White appears helpless against Black’s united passed pawns but analysis reveals an unexpected mating attack (6 moves – move 3 is the !! move):





           � 442         


          


	It was with sadness that I learnt last week of the death of Dr Simon Fitzpatrick at the age of 51. 


Simon, who lectured in Maths at UWA, was well respected in WA as a fine agressive chess player.


He revelled in complications & could be relied on to produce double-edged play from the word go. 


My first game against him was in the WA Correspondence Championship in 1973 where he gambited


his g pawn in the first 6 moves against the Kings Indian.  He used the same ploy over the board against


my Stonewall Attack in more recent years and would also use it against the Dutch.  As Black 2 of his favourite defences were Alekhines Defence (1 e4, Nf6) & the Hennig-Schara Counter Gambit (1 d4, 


d5  2 c4, e6  3 Nc3, c5  4 cxd, cxd). After learning the game at school in WA Simon soon established himself as a leading state junior & he was playing in the senior WA Championship by the time he went 


to University. After periods of time in both New Zealand & USA, Simon returned to WA & played in 


many events including WA Championships, tournaments at Metro & Fremantle, Harris Trophy & 


Grand Prix competitions.  However Simon gained most satisfaction & success from Correspondence 


Chess & he became WA’s only IM with the awarding of the Correspondence International Master title 


in 1999. Here is a game from that time (previously published in WA 3.4.99). Employing his favourite Alekhines Defence, Simon faces the aggressive Four Pawn Attack & needs resolute & accurate defence after his opponent sacrifices a piece to attack Black’s uncastled king. 





	GRIBOWSKIJ  -  FITZPATRICK


	Intrnational Correspondence Chess Tournament


	Alekhines Dfence: Four Pawn Attack


	1       e4	  Nf6		2       e5	  Nd5


	3       c4	  Nb6		4       d4	  d6


	5       f4	  dxe		6       fxe	  g6


	7       Nc3	  Bg7		8       Be3	  c5


	9       dxc5	  N6d7		10     e6 !?	  fxe


	11     Nf3	  Qa5		12     Rc1	  Nxc5


	13     Nd4	  Ne4		14     Qf3	  Nxc3


	15     bxc3	  Na6		16     c5    	  Nc7(a)


	17     Bd3	  Rf8		18     Qg3	  e5


	19     Bxg6+!?	  hxg6		20     Qxg6+	  Rf7


	21     Rf1	  Qxa2		22     c4  	  Bf6


	23     Bh6	  Be6(b)	24     Nxe6	  Nxe6


25     Rf2   	  Qa5+		26     Kf1  	  Qxc5


	27     Rd1 	  Qxc4+	28     Kg1   	  Nf8


	29     Qg8  	  Rc8		30     Rfd2  	  Qe4(c)





Preventing 17 Bb5+.


Meeting the threat of 24 Qg8+.	


With mail being very slow getting to and from Siberia, the position now had to be adjudicated.  Simon submitted analysis to successfully claim a win for Black. One possible line: 31 Bxf8, Rxf8  32 Qe6, Qc6  33 Rd6, Qc5+  34 Kh1, Qxd6!  35 Qxc8+, Kf7  36 Qc2, Qa6!  37 Qh7+, Bg7  38 Kg1, Qb6+  39 Kh1, Qf6  winning.








Defending WA champion Haydn Barber retained his title after a win against Gordon Dunlop in the final round of the state Championship.  Tristan Boyd, who went into the last round equal with Haydn, could only manage a draw against Jay Lakner, finishing 2nd= with Tim Hare who defeated John Fedec.  Leading scores: 1st - Barber 7.5/9,  2nd= - Boyd, Hare 7, 4th= - Dunlop, Lakner, Boyd McCamon 6.5.





SOLUTION:  1 Kd6, d2  2 Kc7, d1=Q  3 Ra6+!! bxa6  4 b6+, Ka8  5 b7+, Ka7  6 b8+=Q#
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