Chess   Sat  11  Sept  2004                                 David  Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com      2

The poition below (Hepner-Goode 1964) presents difficulties for White; his rook on c7 is attacked but if he moves it from the 7th rank the bishop at g7 can capture the other rook while 1 Re7, Qd6  2 Rfe8, Qd1+ gives Black counterplay.  White saves the game with the clever 1 Ne5 (1...Qxc7?  2 Be4+).  However he had an even better move which would have guaranteed victory.  Can you find the winning line (4 moves – move 3 is the hardest)?
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Despite losing his final game to Haydn Barber in the final round, Gordon Dunlop had an outstanding WA Championship result, finishing =4th with 6.5/9 and coming ahead of a large number of higher rated players.  To relieve the pain of some back trouble Gordon played his games standing up.  It is said that chess success or failure is often influenced by psychological elements – could Gordon have intiminated his opponents by an unintentional display of dominant body language? Perhaps he will set a new trend.  His stance was certainly very different to the late Tony Miles who with similar (though probably much more serious) problems played a tournament lying flat on his stomach. Here is one of Gordon’s wins:



      GORDON  DUNLOP   -   RUSSELL  BAKER



                    2004 WA Championship, Rd 7 



                        Benko Opening (Irregular)



 1    g3   
e5   


 2    d4(a)   
e4



 3    Bg2  
d5  


 4    c4  
c6



 5    Nc3  
Be6  


 6    c5(b)  
Be7



 7    f3  
f5  


 8    fxe(c)  
fxe



 9    Nh3  
Nf6  


10   0-0  
0-0



11   b4  
Na6  


12   Nf4  
Qd7



13   Nxe5  
Qxe6  


14   b5  
cxb



15   Nxb5  
Ng4  


16   Bf4  
g5



17   Bd6  
Rxf1+  

18   Bxf1  
Bxd6



19   Nxd6  
Qf6  


20   Bg2  
Rf8



21   Qd2  
Qf2+  


22   Kh1  
Ne3



23   Rg1  
Rf6!?  


24   Qa5!!  
Nxg2



25   Qd8+  
Rf8 


26   Qg5+ 
Kh8



27   Qe5+  
Qf6  


28   Rf1!
Resigns

a)  This move was almost certainly a spur of the moment choice – it is certainly not in any opening books.  Transpositions are numerous, eg 2...exd  3 Nf3, c5  4 c3, d5  5 cxd, Nf6 6 Bg2, Nc6  7 Nc3 (QG Dec., Tarrasch Defence).  

b)  6 Nh3 seems more logical & flexible but allows Black 6...dxc  7 Nxe4, Bd5  8 0-0 (8 Nf4, Bb4+) 8...Nbd7  9 Nf4, Ngf6. A good alternative was 6 cxd.

c)  This frees Black’s q-bishop – 8 Nh3 or even the thematic 8 h4 (black square domination) could be considered. 

d)  12...Bd7, retaining the bishop, would leave White a problem developing his q-bishop.

e)  With the fiendish threat of 24...Qxg3!! 25 hxg3 (25 Bxe4, Qxg1+!  26 Kxg1, Rf1#) 25...Rh6+  26 Bh3, Rxh3#.  However 23...b6 to prevent White’s next was clearly better.

f)  Who would have thought White with his kingside under such severe pressure could afford a deversionary forray with his queen?

g)  Leaving the knight at e3 was preferable but White remains better, eg 24...Qxe2  25 Qd8+, Rf8  26 Qxg5+, Kh8  27 Qe5+, Kg8  28 Qe6+, Kg7  29 Qe7+, Kg8  30 Ne8, Rf7  31 Qg5+, Kf8  32 Nf6, Nxg2  33 Qg8+! Ke7  34 Nxd5+ & wins.

h)  25...Kg7  26 Ne8+.

i)  28...Qxe5  29 Rxf8+, Kg7  30 Rf7+! & 31 dxe5. 

WA Lightning Championship will be held at Applecross High tomorrow, Sunday 12 September, 1 – 4.30pm.  Please phone entries to Norbert Muller 9409 9579.  (The Willetton Open, scheduled for today & tomorrow has been cancelled.)

Keep Sunday October 10 free for the Yanchep’Two Rocks Allegro!

SOLUTION:  1 Nxg5+! hxg5  2 Be4+, Kh6  3 Rh8+! Bxh8  4 Rh7#.

