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Many composers have enjoyed the extra challenge of creating patterns in their problems.  One could imagine today’s position honouring the greats of the past 30 years, Korchnoi, Karpov, Kasparov, Kramnik & FIDE’s champion Kasimdzhanov.  In fact the position (Hume/Taffs) was first published in 1924.  White to play & mate in 2 (try to notice further letters appearing in the different variations):





[image: image1.png]\
\ %%/ -

W

N N
v Y

.
N %/

Qe

\

A

\



 448

Peter Leko took the lead for the first time in the Classical World Championship match against defending cahampion Vladimir Kramnik. In Game 8 Kramnik allowed Leko to play the Marshall (Counter) Gambit in the Ruy Lopez, a decision he was to regret as the Hungarian challenger was able to force resignation after 32 moves:



                     V  KRAMNIK   -   P  LEKO



         2004 Classical World Championship, Game 8



             Ruy Lopez: Marshall (Counter) Gambit



 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Nf3  
Nc6



 3    Bb5  
a6  


 4    Ba4  
Nf6



 5    0-0  
Be7  


 6    Re1  
b5



 7    Bb3  
0-0  


 8    c3(a)  
d5



 9    exd  
Nxd5  


10   Nxe5  
Nxe5



11   Rxe5  
c6  


12   d4(b)  
Bd6



13   Re1  
Qh4  


14   g3  
Qh3



15   Re4(c)  
g5!  


16   Qf1  
Qh5



17   Nd2  
Bf5  


18   f3  
Nf6(d)



19   Re1  
Rae8  


20   Rxe8
Rxe8



21   a4  
Qg6  


22   axb(e)  
Bd3



23   Qf2  
Re2  


24   Qxe2(f)  
Bxe2



25   bxa(g) 
Qd3  


26   Kf2(h)  
Bxf3!(i)



27   Nxf3  
Ne4+  


28   Ke1  
Nxc3!(j)

29   bxc3  
Qxc3+  

30   Kf2  
Qxa1

31   a7  
h6  


32   h4  
g4

       White resigns


       

a)  In games 2,4 & 6 Kramnik played one of the moves (8 h3) designed to prevent Leko playing his favoured Marshall.  The ingenious pawn sacrifice was prepared & first played by the American romantic Frank Marshall against Capablanca in 1918 in a memorable game.

b)  Kramnik chooses the main line – alternatives are 12 Bxd5/d3/g3.

c)  Veering from the main line & threatening 16 Rh4, which Leko prevents (15...g5!  16 Bxg5? Qf5), as well as preparing to bring the queen to the king’s defence.

d)  Clearly Black would throw away all his positional pluses if he captured the rook. Instead Leko plays a new move but one Kramnik was ready for.

e)  22 Bd1 to prevent a rook penetration allows the Black knight to hop back to d5 & eye e3.

f)  Kramnik’s speed of play reveals he has prepared this queen sacrifice, believing his passed a pawn gives him adequate compensation.  However he is proved wrong & the passive sacrifice 24 bxa would have been better (24...Rxf2  25 Qh6, Ke3!).

g)  If 25 Bc4, Bxc4  26 Nxc4, cxb!  27 Nxd6, Qc2 & the queen is stronger than the rook & bishop.

h)  If 26 a7, Qe3+   27 Kg2, Bxf3+!  28 Nxf3, Qe2+  29 Kg1, Ng4! wins despite White promoting with check.

i)  Missed by Kramnik in his preparation.

j)  28...Qxf3 does not win after 29 a7. 

The Yanchep/Two Rocks Allegro was won by Bozidan Mandic with Tristan Boyd runner-up.  Full datails next week.

SOLUTION:  1 Rb8: if 1...Rxa5 (P.) 2 c8=Q#: if 1...Rc4  2 Bb4# (D underlined):  if 1...Bxb8  2 cxb8=N#:  if 1...Bxb6  2 Rxb6#: etc.  

