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One pleasing aspect of posiition 449 (D Shire – White to play & mate in 2) is the relative equality of material.  The other is the main theme – can you spot it?
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  449

Vladimir Kramnik made a sustained effort to draw level with challenger Peter Leko in the 13th of their 14 game match.  Playing the aggressive Benoni Defence he began to build up a threatening minority attack on the kingside which Leko defused by a clever exchange of queens.  However Black maintained some advantage right to the end in a game finishing with only kings on the board.  Kramnik now had to win the final game to hold onto his title, a hurdle previous champions have overcome – Lasker v Schlecter, Botvinnik v Smyslov & Kasparov v Karpov.  A Caro-Kann Advance (1 e4, c6  2 d4, d5  3 e5) saw Leko swop most pieces but Kramnik, with only 2 pawns against Leko’s 4, was able to infiltrate with his R, N & K to develop a mating attack and so retain his title (Game 14 next week).   

                 

       Peter Leko   -   Vladimir  Kramnik



                     World Championship, Game 13



                     Queens Pawn:  Benoni Defence



 1   d4  
Nf6  


 2   c4  

e6



 3   Nf3  
c5  


 4   d5  
d6



 5   Nc3  
exd  


 6   cxd  
g6



 7   Nd2  
Bg7  


 8   e4  

0-0   



 9   Be2  
Na6


10  0-0 
Ne8



11  Nc4  
Nac7  


12  a4  

f5



13  exf  
Rxf5  


14  Bg4  
Rf8



15  Bxc8  
Rxc8  


16  Qb3  
b6



17  Nb5  
Nxb5  


18  axb5  
Rc7



19  Bd2  
Rcf7  


20  Bc3  
Qd7



21  f3  

g5


22  Ne3  
Rf4



23  Rfe1  
h5  


24  Qc2  
Qf7



25  h3  
Bd4  


26  Bxd4  
Rxd4



27  Nf5! 
Qxf5 


28  Qxf5  
Rxf5



29  Rxe8+ 
Kf7  


30  Rb8  
Rdxd5



31  Rxa7+ 
Ke6  


32  Re8+  
Kf6



33  g4  
hxg  


34  hxg  
Rd1+



35  Kf2  
Re5  


36  Rh8  
Rd2+



37  Kg3  
Ree2  


38  Rf8+  
Kg6



39  Rg8+ 
Kf6


40  Rf8+ 
Ke6



41  Re8+ 
Kd5  


42  Rxe2  
Rxe2



43  Rg7  
Re5  


44  Rb7  
c4



45  Rxb6  
Re2  


46  f4   
Re3+



47  Kf2  
gxf  


48  Rb8  
Rb3



49  b6   
Ke4  


50  Re8+  
Kd3



51  Re2  
d5  


52  Kf3  
d4



53  g5  
c3  


54  bxc   
dxc



55  Rg2  
Rb2  


56  b7  
Rxb7



57  Kxf4  
Rb2  


58  Rg1  
c2



59  Rc1  
Rb1  


60  Rxc2  
Kxc2



61  g6  
Kd3  


62  Kf5  
Rb5+



63  Kf6  
Rb6+  


64  Kf7  
Rxg6



65  Kxg6  
DRAW 

Kasparov – Kasimzhanov match in January!  Arangements have been made for another elimination semi-final of 14 games with the winner to play Kramnik.  Venue is the world’s only 7 star hotel, Dubai, with prize money of US$1.2 million & a similar amount for other costs.

The City of Fremantle Open (7 round Swiss) starts on Tuesday October 26.  Enquiries Denis McMahon 9418 4049.

SOLUTION:  1 Ne5 (threat 2 Nc4#): Black’s efforts to prevent this mate force him to block or deflect the defensive capabilities of his pieces on f5: 1...Bf5  2 Nf7# (2 Nc4+? Kxd5):  1...Rf5  2 Rd7#:  1...Nf5  2 Rg6#: 1...Rc1  2 Nf7#:  1...Bd7  2 Rxd7#. 

