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In Gorgiev-Henrich 1998 White rapidly gained a winning position (2 moves):
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The 2004 Chess Olympiad, played at the Spanish island resort of Majorca, was won by Ukraine (39.5/56) who led from the word go. Top seeded Russia (36.5), which has won all 6 Olympiads since the break-up of the Soviet Union was =2nd with Armenia. Other top placings – US 35, Israel 34.5, India 34, Netherlands 33.  Australia (Ian Rogers, Daryl Johansen, Gary Lane, Stephen Solomon, David Smerdon, Zhao Zong Yuan) was 35th of the 129 teams with 31, the same score as a disappointed English team. The Womens Olympiad was won by China (31/42), followed by US (28), Russia & Georgia (27.5).  Australia (20.5) was 47th of the 87 teams. The US women’s performance was inspired by Judit Polgar’s eldest sister Susan, a former women’s world champion who was coaxed out of retirement to produce the outstanding result on top board.  Here is her spectacular win against another former women’s world champion:




Susan Polgar  -  Maia Chiburdanidze




         2004 Womens Olympiad




                English Opening



 1    Nf3  
Nf6  


 2    c4  
e6



 3    Nc3  
Bb4  


 4    Qc2  
0-0



 5    a3  
Bxc3  


 6    Qxc3  
c5



 7    b4  
b6  


 8    Bb2  
d6



 9    g4!  
Bb7  


10   g5  
Nh5



11   Rg1  
e5  


12   Bh3  
Nf4



13   Bf5  
g6  


14   Nxe5! 
Nxe2!(a)



15   Nxf7!! 
Nxc3  


16   Nh6+  
Kg7



17   Bxc3+  
Rf6  


18   Bxf6+  
Qxf6



19   gxf6+  
Kxh6  


19   Be6?(b)

a)  Now if 15 Kxe2, Re8.  However White refutes this defence with a brilliant queen sacrifice.

b)  Missing 20 Rb1 (Rb3/h3#).  Instead, with Black putting up stubborn fight, White has to grind out a win:  20...Nc6  21 Bd5, Rf8  22 f7, Nd8  23 Bxb7, Nxb7  24 Rg3, Rxf7  25 Re3, Nd8  26 b5, Rf4  27 d3, d5  28 Re7, dxc  29 dxc, Nf7  30 Rd1, Ng5  31 Rxa7, Rxc4  32 Ra6, Rc2  33 Rxb6, c4  34 a4, Ra2  35 Ra6, Nf3+  36 Kf1, Nd2+  37 Rxd2! Rxd2  38 Rc6, Rc2  39 b6, Black resigns. 

Veteran Viktor Korchnoi, Switzerland’s top board, suffered a quick loss to Russia:




          Morozevich  -  Korchnoi



                             2004 Olympiad



                    Ruy Lopez: Moller Defence



 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Nf3  
Nc6



 3    Bb5  
a6  


 4    Ba4  
Nf3 



 5    d3  
b5  


 6    Bb3  
Bc5



 7    Nc3  
d6  


 8    Nd5  
Ng4



 9    0-0  
Na5  


10   Bg5  
f6



11   Bd2  
Nxb3  


12   axb3  
c6??



13   Ba5 
Resigns  

Two embarassing moments for the organisers.  Firstly 13 year old Magnus Carlsen, arriving part way through the event to take over board 1 for Norway, was told by an official he was too young to be a competitor but was welcome to watch. Magnus took this in his stride &, when he got to play, speedily dispatched his opponent.  Secondly Zurab Azmaiparshvili, a FIDE vice president, was wrestled to the ground by 6 security guards & jailed after he approached the stage at the prize giving to make a point.

    

SOLUTION:  1 axb! axb4  2 b6 & queens (Black could have improved with 1...cxb but, after 2 Rxb5 & the subsequent capture of the a pawn, Black’s bishop could not hope to match White’s rooks in the race between the 2 sets of united passed pawns).

