Chess   Sat 27 Nov 2004
                                          David Ellis 9276 1822 / openfile@bigpond.com        2

My final column on the Olympiads for this year focuses on Australian victories.  Firstly a clever win by Australia’s  top rated female Arianne Caoli who many will remember as a very young Indonesian girl competing with great success in the Australian Girls Championship in Perth about 8 years ago. Black v Pretorius, Arianne appears to be under some pressure.  How does she turn the tables (2 moves)?
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The Australian Women’s team scored 20.5/42, coming 47th/87.  Individual scores were Irena Berezina (5.5/11), Arianne Caoli (2/9), Anastasia Sorikina (6.5/11), Ingela Eriksson (5.5/10).  Unfortunately there is no government funding for our dedicated Olympiad men & women who have all had to make substantial economic sacrifices to represent our country. The Australian Chess Federation Council encourages and urges chess players in Australia to donate to the Olympiad Appeal to lessen the hardship of the players who have shown such dedication to our sport & country. Cheques/money orders should be made out to "Australian Chess Federation" and sent to ACF Treasurer Norm Greenwood,  P.O. Box 1840, Westfield Hornsby Post Office 1635. 

Now a game by Australia’s David Smerdon who played throughout the Olympiad with his usual imaginative flair & aggression:

  N Ziyaev  -  D  Smerdon  

     36th Olympiad Calvia, Spain, 2004

         Queens Pawn: Benoni Defence

 1.   d4 
Nf6 


 2.   Nf3 
c5 

 3.   d5 
e6 


 4.   Nc3 
b5

 5.   dxe6
fxe6


 6.   Bg5(a) 
b4 

 7.   Ne4 
d5 


 8.   Nxf6+ 
gxf6

 9.   Bh4
Be7 


10.  e4 

dxe4!(b)

 

11.  Nd2
Qd5 


12.  Bc4 
Qf5 

13.  Qe2 
Nc6 


14.  Bb5(c) 
Bb7 

15.  Nxe4 
O-O-O 

16.  c3 

Rhg8 

17.  Bg3 
Ne5 


18.  Ba6 
c4!(d) 

19.  Bxb7+
Kxb7 


20.  O-O 
Nd3

21.  cxb4(e) 
h5


22.  Nc5+? 
Bxc5 

23.  bxc5 
h4 


24.  Bxh4(f) 
Rxg2+!

25.  Kh1(g) 
Qd5


26   Qe3  
Rxf2+

White resigns

a) Instead of grabbing the b pawn & allowing Black a strong initiative (eg 6 Nxb5, Qa5+  7 Nc3, Ne4  8 Bd2, Nxd2 with the 2 bishops, a strong centre & the half open f file) White opts for a lead in development. 

b)  10...d4 would seriously immobilise the Black pawn centre.

c)  The knight must be kept out of d4.

d)  Now Black finds an even stronger knight outpost at d3.

e)  White’s king looks so much safer & more secure than Black’s but Black’s initiative will prove decisive.

f)  If 24 Bd6, Rxd6!  25 cxd6, then Rxg2+! as in game.

g)  25 Kxg2 loses the queen to 25...Nf5+. 

The Christmas Open, the final WA Grand Prix event of the year, is scheduled for Sat 4 (1-7.30pm) & Sun 5 Dec (10.30am – 5pm) at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd. (opposite Scott St.), South Perth.  All players who are possibly in the running for WAGP awards should make a particular effort to attend.  Enquiries Tristan Boyd 9454 7838.

SOLUTION:  1...Rxe2!  2 Nxe2, Bf2 trapping the queen. 

