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Many readers will be familiar with the term Philidors Legacy to describe the mate of the Black king on h8 by Nh6-f7 after the queen sacrfice on g8 forcing ...Rxg8.  Few may have heard the expression Alekhines Block which also sacrfices the queen but mates with the 2 knights.  Follow this week’s game to the position & then try to find the planned mate in 3 by Black:

(Question: What is a digital chess clock powered by?)





SUETIN   -   SHERBAKOV






Warsaw 1991 




          Sicilian: Kalishnikov Variation



 1    e4  
c5  


 2    Ne2  
Nc6



 3    d4  
cxd  


 4    Nxd4  
e5



 5    Nb5  
d6  


 6    c4  
Be7



 7    N1c3 
a6  


 8    Na3  
Be6



 9    Be3  
Rc8  


10   Be2  
Bg5



11   Nc2  
Bxe3  


12   Nxe3  
Nf6



13   0-0  
0-0 


14   Rc1  
Nd4



15   Bd3  
Qa5  


16   Qd2  
b5



17   b3  
Nd7  


18   Rfd1  
Nc5



19   Bf1  
b4  


20   Ncd5  
Nxe4



21   Qxb4  
Qxa2  


22   Qe1  
Nxb3



23   Rc2  
Qa4  


24   Ne7+  
Kh8



25   Nxc8  
Rxc8  


26   Rb2  
Nd4



27   Rdb1  
Nc5 


28   Rb8  
Qe8



29   Rxc8  
Qxc8  


30   Qa5  
g6



31   Qb6  
Qd7  


32   Nd5  
Bxd5



33   cxd5  
Kg7  


34   Bxa6  
Ne4



35   Qb2  
Qg4  


36   h3 
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Can you now find Black’s intended mate in 3 (the 2nd move gets the !!!)?

The final WA Grand Prix event of 2004, the Christmas Open, had a healthy 27 entrants. Prize winners: 1st  Tristan Boyd (5.5/6),  2nd Glenn Tomek (5), 3rd Tim Hare (4.5): Under 1800 – 1st= Alex Janceski & Tom Donaldson (4):  Under 1400 – 1st Steven Hintz (3), 2nd=  Drew Brand & Gary Donaldson (2.5). It is pleasing to note that half the prize winners were country players.

56 players competed in the 5 divisions of Metro’s Respini Cup.  Prize winners:  ‘A’ (FIDE rated) – 1st Jay Lakner (9.5/10), 2nd David Ellis (7.5), 3rd Tim Hare (7):  ‘B’ – 1st John Fedec (8/11), 2nd= Michael Kueh & Ray Johnstone (7):  ‘C’ – 1st Yita Choong (8.5/11), Mike McGregor, Kelvin Taylor & Ryan Humphries (7): ‘D’ – Abel Oh (8/11), 2nd Andrew Arnold (6.5), 3rd= Ron Bailye & Dieter Benken (6):  ‘E’ – Matthew Arnold (9/9), 2nd Robert Leeson (7), 3rd Robert O’Shaughnessy (6.5).

Harping back to the Chess Olympiad in Majorca – readers may be interested to know that drug tests were conducted on players, a routine practice in top international sport.  While no tests were found positive, two players refused to take tests, Bobby Miller (Bermuda) & Australian Shaun Press, a former co-editor of the Australian national chess magazine who was representing Papua New Guinea.  Although neither player was banned from playing for a period in the future their points were forfeited, quite a loss for PNG as Shaun had gained about 50% of their score.

SOLUTION:  36...Nf3+  37 Kh1 (White avoids 38 Kf1, Ned2+  39 Ke2, Qe4+) 37...Qg3!!! (threat 38...Qh2#: if 38 fxg3, Nxg3#):  White now played 38 gxf3 but soon resigned after 38...Nxf2+ winning the queen.

Answer: An Alekhine Battery.

