CHESS   Sat  18  December  2004                                David Ellis  9276 1822 / openfile@bigpond.com   2

With Christmas Day next Saturday this will be my last column of the year so I thought I would show my goodwell to all men (and women too) by presenting a two-move problem that can be solved in quick time by virtually everyone – White to play & mate in 2 (E Luukonen 1936):

Question:  Why was the avid chess player disappointed after attending a current 4 star documentary  film?
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How would you like to be able to mate your opponent in only 7 moves as Black?  Then try Blackburnes S(c)hilling (Counter) Gambit:



               MUHLOCK  -  KOSTIC  (Cologne, 1912)



 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Nf3  
Nc6



 3    Bc4  
Nd4 


 4    Nxe5  
Qg5



 5    Nxf7(a)  
Qxg2  


 6    Rf1(b)  
Qxe4+



 7    Be2  
Nf3#

a)  5 Bxf7+ is much better: 5...Kd8  6 0-0, Qxe5  7 c3 with compensation for the piece. 

b) 6 Nxh8 loses almost as quickly: 6...Qxh1+  7 Bf1, Qxe4+  8 Be2, d5  9 d3, Nf3+  10 Kf1, Bh3#  (Mueller-Pieper 1988).

Before any readers decide to make this their defence against White’s most common opening moves, see how White can improve: 

                 WALL*    –     KAYA   (Internet, 1998)   

...............................


 4     0-0(c) 
 Nxf3+ 

 5    Qxf3
 Nf6 


 6     Qb3
 Qe7  

 7    Nc3
 c6 


 8     a4   
 g6  

 9    d3

 Bg7  


10    f4

 exf  

11   Bxf4
 0-0  


12    Rf3  
d6  

13   Raf1
 Be6  


14    Bg5(d) 

c) 4 Nxd4 & 4 c3 will also give White an excellent game.

d)  Now Black lost a piece with 14..Bxc4?  He could have stayed in the game with 14...d5!  15 exd  (if 15 Bxf6, Bxf6  16 exd, Bd4+!) 15...cxd  16 Nxd5, Bxd5  17 Bxd5 or Bxf6, Qc5+!

*  Bill Wall is an American chess player, director, organiser, historian & writer (29 books, including a number on irregular openings).  These 2 games were found on his web site.

Prizes for the 2004 WA Grand Prix were presented at the recent Metro end of year party.  Winners were:  PREMIER  -  1 Tristan Boyd,  2 Tim Hare, 3 David Ellis:  MAJOR  -  1 Thomas Donaldson,  2 Andrew Hardegen,  3 Gordon Dunlop:  MINOR  -  1=  Yita Choong & Alex de Heer, 3 Mat Garcia.  Special congratulations to Thomas who not only travelled up from Albany to play in all 6 events but also had a higher aggreagate score than 2nd placed Tim Hare.

The City of Fremantle had a surprise winner in Mick Pavlovic (5.5/7) who finished strongly defeating Dick Lilly & David Ellis in the final 2 rounds. Lilly, Ellis & Gordon Dunlop (5/7) tied for 2nd place.

SOLUTION:  every first move leads to mate in 2 (eg 1 Rh1, Rh8  2 gxh8=Q#:  1 d8=N, Rc8  2 Bxb7#:  1 Qb6, axb6  2 axb7#:  1 Nd5, Nxd6  2 Nb6# or 1...R moves  2 Qxb7#).  In all there are over one hundred White first moves that lead to mate in 2 (can you work out how many?) & often multiple second move mates.  Talk about ‘too many cooks’!  

Answer: He thought ‘Deep Blue’ was the film of Gary Kasparov’s 1997 match loss against the computer of that name. The film he wanted to see is titled ‘Kasparov and the Machine’, premiered in Sheffield, UK, October 2003.

