CHESS   Friday  24  December  2004                   David  Ellis  92761822 / openfile@bigpond.com      1

    Last week’s position was printed with only 9 squares so it is repeated this week:

‘As it’s Christmas I thought I would show my goodwill to all men (and women too) by presenting a two-move problem that can be solved in quick time by virtually everyone – White to play & mate in 2 (E Luukonen 1936)’:
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For many keen Australian chess players the festive season comes to a quick end as they travel to the Victorian resort of Mount Buller to play in the Australian Championships.  One player to watch out for is the Victorian David Smerdon who returned this month after playing in the World Junior Championship in Cochun, India.  The event was won by Pentala Harikrishna (India) with 10/13, followed by Tigran Petrosian* (Armenia) & Zhao Jun (China), both on 9.5.  Smerdon scored 7, coming 24 /72.  Here is one of his very fine wins which shows his willingness to play less popular defences and gambits as well as his superb flair for attack: 

* one of 5 current Armenian players named after the late & great world champion – how confusing!




M.  PARGUA   -   D.  SMERDON



        2004 World Junior Championship, Rd. 7



         Scandinavian Defence (Centre Counter)



 1    e4   
d5  


 2    exd  
Nf6



 3    d4  
Bg4  


 4    f3  
Bf5



 5    Bb5+
Nbd7  


 6    c4  
e6



 7    dxe  
Bxe6  


 8    Nc3  
Bb4



 9    d5  
Bf5  


10   Ne2  
0-0



11   0-0(a)      
Ne5


12   Ng3  
Bd3!



13   f4  
Nfg4!(b)  

14   Nce4(c)  
Qh4



15   h3  
Bc5+!  

16   Nxc5  
Qxg3



17   hxg4  
Bxf1!(d)  

18   Qxf1  
Nxg4



19   Qf3  
Qe1+  


20   Qf1  
Qg3



21   Qf3  
Qe1+  


22   Qf1  
Qh4(e)



23   Qf3  
c6!  


24   g3(f)  
Qh2+



25   Kf1  
Rae8  


26   Ne6  
cxb5



27   Qxg4  
fxe6  


28   d6  
bxc4



29   Be3  
Qh1+  


30   Bg1  
e5



31   d7  
Rd8  


32   Re1  
exf



33   gxf  
h5  


White resigns  

a)  What Black has for the pawn?  White’s strong–looking centre is immobile, his bishop on b5 is out of play, he is slightly behind in development & his castled position has been weakened by 4 f3.  Smerdon will brilliantly exploit these small disadvantages.

b)  Black finds a superb sacrificial offer to get at White’s king.

c) If 14 fxe5, Qh4  15 h3, Bc5+  16 Kh1, Qxg3  17 Qxg4 (17 Bf4, Nf2+ / 17 hxg4, Qh4# ) 17...Qxg4  18 hxg4, Bxf1  19 Bf4, a6  20 Rxf1, axb5.

d) Not 17...Nxg4 winning the queen:  White gets 3 minor pieces – 18 Qxg4, Qxg4  19 Nxd3 – and Black’s attack ends. 

e)  After gaining clock time Black resumes his attack.

f)  Now if 23 dxc, Rae8! 

Dubai has been dumped as the venue for the World Championship elimination match between ex-champion Gary Kasparov and FIDE champion Rustam Kasimdzhanov.  FIDE claims that the organisers at Dubai have not provided the necessary financial guarantees within FIDE’s deadline.  Once again Kasparov’s analysis has been spot on; he claimed months ago that Dubai was pie in the sky and that the match should be rescheduled in Turkey.  FIDE is seeking an alternative venue for the match in the first half of 2005.

SOLUTION:  every first move leads to mate in 2 (eg 1 Rh1, Rh8  2 gxh8=Q#:  1 d8=N, Rc8  2 Bxb7#:  1 Qb6, axb6  2 axb7#:  1 Nd5, Nxd6  2 Nb6# or 1...R moves  2 Qxb7#).  In all there are over one hundred White first moves that lead to mate in 2 (can you work out how many?) & often multiple second move mates.  Talk about ‘too many cooks’!  (a cook is an alternative – usually unintentional - solution).

