CHESS    Sat  1  January  2005
                            David  Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com        1

Two keen chess players were sharing the Christmas Day celebration.  They were called away from their game when lunch was served.  Returning to the board later they discovered that the youngest child present had removed the White king but had not disturbed any of the other pieces on the board.  Can you help to work out where the White king should be placed so the game can be completed?  Some retropective analysis may be required (a couple of moves each side to work out possible captures).
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Iceland has offered a welcome seasonable present to Bobby Fischer, who remains stuck in Japan while American authorities seek to have him extradited to face charges in the USA of violating trade sanctions against Yugoslavia by playing a return match against Boris Spassky in Belgrade in 1992.  Fischer sympathisers who remember his exploits in winning the world title from Spassky in the Icelandic capital Reykjavik in 1972 have persuaded the Iclelandic government to grant Fischer a residency permit. It remains to be seen if Bobby manages to take up the offer.

In the film ‘Searching for Bobby Fischer’ the American chess public hopes a new star will emerge to challenge, like Fischer, the Russian domination of chess. Such hopes will be refuelled by the success of their new champion Hiraku Nakamura.  Nakamura captured the title last month a few days before his 17th birthday with a 2-0  play-off win after tieing 1st with 7/9 in a 64 player Swiss, becoming the youngest US champion since Fischer (Bobby was 14 when he won for the first time). Nakamura, who moved to USA from Japan at the age of 2, showed his potential by going on to defeat the young Ukranian star Sergey Kajakin 4.5-1.5 in a challenge match.  Here is the first game of that recently completed match: 




   H.  NAKAMURA   -   S.  KAJAKIN





       Scotch Opening



 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Nf3  
Nc6



 3    d4  
dxc  


 4    Nxd4
Nf6



 5    Nc3  
Bb4


 6    Nxc6  
bxc6 



 7    Bd3  
d5  


 8    exd  
0-0



 9    0-0
cxd  


10   Bg5  
c6



11   Na4  
h6  


12   Bh4  
Re8



13   c4  
Bd6


14   Rc1  
Rb8



15   b3  
Be6  


16   cxd  
Bxd5



17   Bc4  
Bf4  


18   Rc3  
Be5



19   Rc2  
Qd6  


20   Bxf6  
Bxf6



21   Bxd5  
cxd5  


22   Nc5  
Be5



23   g3  
Rbc8  


24   Nd3  
Bc3



25   Nf4  
d4  


26   Qd3  
Ba5



27   Rc4!  
Rxc4  


28   bxc4!  
Qe5



29   Rb1  
Bc3  


30   Rb7  
Re7



31   Rb5  
Qd6  


32   Nd5  
Re6



33   Rb7  
Re8  


34   Qf3  
Rf8



35   Rxa7  
Bb4  


36   Qf5  
Bc5



37   Rc7  
Ba3  


38   c5!! 
Bxc5



39   Rxc5!  
g6  


40   Nf6+  
Kg7



41   Ne4 & wins

The Midland Open (12 players), featuring 5 of WA’s leading players, was won by Tim Hare (5.5/7), followed by Tristan Boyd (5) & WA champion Haydn Barber (4.5).

SOLUTION: It can be deduced that it is Black’s move as he is in check and White must have moved his king for a discovered check as clearly there was no way the bishop could have moved to a4 as its diagonal e8-a4 is blocked by Black’s rook.  Therefore the White king must have been on b3 but cannot be there now as the White king could not possibly  be in double check from a bishop or rook move (the Black bishop would have to be on e6, f7 or g8 to allow ...Re5-g5+).  Therefore there must have been a piece or pawn on b4 &/or c4 (White or Black).  The only possible combination is WP on c4 & BP on g4 so the last moves must have been 1 c4 (in response to ...Bd5+), 1...bxc3 en passant double check,  2 Kxc3+.    

