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The theme this week is the endgame, starting with a composed problem (N Cortlever 1937) – White to play & win.  While Black with his bad bishop has much the inferior position, how is White going to get at the pawns?  Just find the first move.
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A tournament completed earlier this month was the 10 player Smartfish Chess Masters, held in Drammen, Norway.  The tournament gave the 14 year old Norwegian wonder boy GM Magnus Carlsen a chance to shine.  Unfortunately Magnus finished =9th with only one win although that was a brilliant victory against winner & world number 10 Alexei Shirov (6/9, equal with Peter Nielson from Denmark). Third was 21 year old English GM Luke McShane (5.5), just ahead of veteran Viktor Korchnoi.  Here is McShane’s win against the world women’s champion where he recovers from an inferior opening to gain a win by superb endgame technique:



          Antoaneta  Stefanova   -   Luke  McShane



                      Drammen,  Norway  2004



                           Trompowsky  Attack



 1    d4  
Nf6  


 2    Bg5  
Ne4



 3    Bf4  
d6  


 4    f3  
Nf6



 5    e4  
e5  


 6   dxe  
Nh5


 



 7    Be3(a)  
dxe


 8    Qxd8+  
Kxd8  

  

 9    Bc4  
Ke8


10   Ne2  
Nd7  




11   Kf2  
Bc5


12   g3  
Ke7  




13   Rd1(b)  
Nhf6


14   Nd2  
Rd8  




15   a4(c)  
a5


16   Nc3  
Bxe3+  




17   Kxe3  
Nb6


18   Bb3  
Bd7  




19   Nc4 
Nxc4+


20   Bxc4  
c6  




21   Rd2  
Be8


22   Rad1  
Rxd2  





23   Rxd2  
Nd7


24   f4  
f6  






25   b3  
Nc5(d)


26   h4  
Rd8 



27   Rf2  
h6 


28   fxe  
fxe



29   g4(e)  
Rd6  


30   Ne2  
Rf6



31   Rg2  
g5  


32   hxg  
hxg



33   Rh2  
Bg6  


34   Bd3  
Rf7



35   Rh8  
Rh7  


36   Rxh7+  
Bxh7



37   Ng3 
Bg8  


38   Nf5+  
Kd8



39   Kd2  
Nd7 


40   Ke3  
Be6



41   Nd6  
Kc7!(f)  

42   Ne8+  
Kb6!



43   Be2  
Kc5! 


44   Ng7  
Bf7



45   Nf5  
Be6 


46   Ng7  
Bg8!



47   Kd3  
Kb4!  


48   Nf5  
Nc5+



49   Ke3  
Kc3!  


50   Bd1  
Kb2



51   Nd6  
Kc1!(g)


a)  7 Qd2, Nxf4  8 Qxf4, Nd7  9 exd, Bxd6 gives Black excellent compensation for the pawn.

b)  Threat 14 Rxd7+.

c)  The cause of White’s trouble, fixing the queenside pawns on the same colour as the bishop.

d)  White must now beware of ...b5 when Black will gain an outside passed a pawn.

e)  29 Rf5, Bg6  30 Rxe5+, Kd6 puts the rook in danger: eg 31 Kd4, b6!  32 g4, Nxb3+!  33 cxb3, c5+.

f) Starting a long march via the unprotected black squares to attack White’s pawns. 

g) If 52 Ke2, Be6  53 Ke1, b6! White is in zugzwang & must lose material  White played 52 Be2 but soon lost after 52...Kxc2  53 Bc4, Bxc4  54 Nxc4, Kxb3  55 Nxe5, Kxa4  56 Nf3, Ne6  57 Nxg5 – a desperate attempt to save herself – 57...Nxg5  58 Kf4, Ne6+  59 Kf5, Kb4!  60 Kxe6, a4 & White resigned (both sides will queen but 63...Qa2+ will skewer king & queen).

SOLUTION:  1 Kc8!! forcing Black to capture the knight  (1...Kxd6).  White can then play Kd8/e8/f7 & capture the g pawn enabling his own g pawn to promote.  Black is able neither to set up a defence nor counter attack effectively against White’s pawns.  

