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Pal Benko, besides being a very successful tournament player and inventor of the Benko (Counter) Gambit (1 d4, Nf6  2 c4, c5  3 d5, b5), was also a creator of many fascinating studies. The composition  below incorporates prophylaxis (elimination of opponent’s counterplay), deflection & obstruction sacrifices to ensure the promotion of the b pawn (4 moves):
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While most attention was centred on the A group tournament at the 2005 Corus (Wijk aan Zee) event, hundreds of enthusiasts, including a number of GMs, competed in other sections.  For the winner of the B group there is the incentive of qualifying for the A next year to battle with most of the world’s top players.  Winner this year with 9.5/14  was Ukranian teenager Sergey Karjakin (you may recall he lost a match recently to the even younger new US champion Hikaru Nakamura).  His win against veteran GM Prednag Nikolic shows Karakin at home with the turgid slow manoeuvres of the French Winawer (note how Black is able to move his king repeatedly with no ill effects) before finishing the game with a sparkling combination:



                    S  KARJAKIN   -   P  NOKOLIC



              2005 Corus (B Group).  French Winawer



 1    e4   
e6  


 2    d4  
d5



 3    Nc3  
Bb4  


 4    e5  
c5



 5    a3  
Bxc3+  

 6    bxc3  
Qa5(a)



 7    Bd2  
Qa4  


 8    Qg4  
Kf8



 9    Qd1  
Nc6(b)  

10   Nf3  
Nge7



11   Qb1  
c4(c)  


12   h4  
Ke8(d)



13   h5  
h6  


14   g4  
Kd8



15   g5  
hxg  


16   Nxc5  
Ke8



17   Be2  
b6  


18   Bg4  
Bd7



19   Qd1  
Ng8  


20   Be3  
Nh6



21   Kd2  
Kd8  


22   Qf3  
Kc7



23   Nh3(e)  
Raf8  


24   Bxh6  
Rxh6



25   Qe3  
Rfh8  


26   Rhg1  
g6



27   hxg  
Rxg6  


28   Nf4  
Rgh6



29   Qf3  
Be8  


30   Nh5  
f5!(f)



31   exf6  
Bg6  


32   Rac1  
Kb7



33   Nf4  
Be4  


34   Qe3  
Rxf6



35   Bxe6  
Rhf8 


36   Rg4  
Qxa3



37   f3  
Bxf3!  


38   Qxf3  
Rxe6



39   Qxd5  
Rd6  


40   Qxc4  
Qa5



41   Nd3  
Nxd4?(g) 

42   Rf1!(h)  
Rc8?



43   Rg7+  
Kb8  


44   Rf8!(i)  
Nf3+



45   Ke2  
Ng1+  


46   Ke3  
Rxd3+



47   Kxd3  
resigns

a) An unusual variation which seems something of a favourite with Nikolic who (after 8 Qg4) has also tried 8...g6.

b) Not 9...cxd  10 cxd, Qxd4?? 11 Bb4+.

c) Preventing 12 Bb5.

d) 12...h5 looks reasonable, securing f5 for the knight & preventing g4.

e) Not 23 Nxf7? Rhf8  24 Bxh6, gxh6  25 Qf6, Nd8

f) A thematic pawn sacrifice to activate the problem bishop.

g) An attractive idea (42 Rxd4, Qg5+ wins) which unfortunately exposes his own king.

h) Turns the tables – 42...Rxf1, Rg7+.  Black should now play 42...Nf5 with equality (43 Rg7+, Nxg7  44 Rxf8, Qg5+).

i) 44...Rxf8 & Qf5 are met by 45 Qc7+ while if 44...Rc6 simply 45 Rxc8+, Rxc8  46 Qxd4. 

APOLOGY  -  to Paul Taylor who was regretably omitted from the list of WA juniors competing at the national championships.

SOLUTION:  1 Kg1! (a delightfully quiet move which prevents both 1...Rh6+  2...Rh8 and 1...Rf1+  2...Rb1): if now 1...c5 (planning 2...Rb6) 2 Rf5!! Rxf5  3 b7: or 1...Rf4 (planning 2...Rb4) 2 Rb5! cxb5  3 b7: or 1...Rh6 (planning 2...Rh8) 2 Re8! Kxe8  3 b7): 1...Rd6 (planning 2...Rd1+  3...Rb1) is foiled by the simple 2 Re1!

