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The CORDES  THEME  is a particular mate in which Black’s king on the h (or a) file is trapped in front of its own h & g (or a & b) pawns and mated by the opposing bishop or g (or b) pawn.  With such knowledge you may well be able to find a win for White in the following by Rink in 6 moves (be prepared to sacrifice!):
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By design or coincidence today’s game also shows 2 minor pieces proving more powerful than a queen.  It comes from the 2005 Capelle la Grande chess congress on the French channel area around Calais/Dunkirk.  590 players, rated from 1040 to 2597, including over 70 GMs, competed in the main event, a 9 round Swiss.  Amazingly there were only 2 joint winners.  English GM Mark Hebden, one of about half a dozen players half a point behind the winners, had the following impressive win:



A.  USHENINA   -   M.  HEBDEN



2005 Capelle la Grande, Round 2



Scotch Opening



 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Nf3  
Nc6


 
 3    d4  
exd  


 4    Nxd4  
Bc5



 5    Be3  
Qf6(a)  

 6    c3  
Nge7



 7    Bc4  
Ne5  


 8    Be2  
d6



 9    0-0  
Qg6  


10   Kh1  
0-0



11   f4  
Qxe4?! 

12   Nd2!  
Qxe3



13   Nc2  
Ng4  


14   Nxe3  
Nxe3



15   Qa4  
c6!(b)  


16   Rfc1  
b5



17   Qb3  
Be6  


18   c4  
Rab8



19   Qc3  
bxc 


20   Nxc4  
N7d5



21   Qd2  
Rfe8  


22   a3  
Nxc4



23   Rxc4  
Be3  


24   Qc2  
Nxf4



25   Re4  
Bd5  


26   Rxe8+  
Rxe8



27   Bf3  
Bxf3  


28   gxf3  
h5



29   Qxc6  
Re6  


30   Re1  
d5



31   Qc8+  
Kh7  


32   Qxe6?(c)  
fxe6



33   Rxe3  
g5(d)  


34   Kg1  
Kg6



35   Kf2  
g4  


36   fxg4  
hxg4



37   b4  
d4  


38   Rb3  
e5



39   b5  
e4  


40   a4  
e3+



41   Ke1  
d3  


42   Rb1(e)  
Nd5



43   Rb3(f)  
Nf4  


44   Rb1  
Ng2+



45   Kf1  
Nh4  


46   b6  
axb   



47   Rxb6+  
Kf5


48   a5  
Nf3



49   Rb2  
Ke4  


50   Rb4+  
Kd5



51   Rb2  
Nd4  


51   Ke1  
Nc2+



White resigns(g)

a)  Defends against 6 Nxc3 winning a piece.

b)  Rather than win back sacrificed material Black strengthens his position by attacks on the queen.

c)  White misses 32 Rxe3! Rxe3  33 Qf5+, Ng6  34 Qxh5+ (not 34 Qxd5?? Re1+  35 Kg2, Nf4+)

d)  The further advance of this pawn will provide Black with united passed pawns, a winning advantage.

e)  Black threatened 42...Ng2+  43...e2+  44...e1=Q.

f)  Stopping 43...d2+ & 44...Nc3(+).

g)  Black will queen apawn.

SOLUTION:  1 Bf6+ (confining the king) 1...g5  2 Kh2 (threat 3 g3#) 2...Qxe2 (pinning the g pawn)  3 Bc3, Qf2 (his queen must prevent mates by g3 as well as Be1) 4 Be5: Black is now in zugzwang – if he maintains the pin with 4...Qe2 5 Bg3# is mate while if 4...Qe1  5 g3+, Qxg3  6 Bxg3#.

