CHESS    Saturday  5  March  2005                           David  Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com   1

Another mammoth event played almost simultaneously with the Capelle la Grande, reported on last week, was the Aeroflot tournament in Moscow. Over 670 players competed in 4 sections, including the 102 player A group of GMs all rated over 2550. Six shared the top prize of US$65000 with 6.5/9 while another 7 were half a point behind.  Among the numerous Aeroflot games perused the following two stand out for entertainment value.  The first, a miniature, has 3 of the usual reasons for quick losses, an early queen sortie, losing time moving the same piece more than once and a failure to castle:

MALAKHOV   -   ARESCHENKO  (Sicilian: Mimzovitsch-Rossilimo Attack)

1. e4, c5  2. Nf3, d6  3. Bb5+, Bd7  4. Bxd7, Qxd7  5. 0-0, Nf6  6. Qe2, Nc6  7. Rd1, Qg4  8. d3, Ne5

9. Nbd2, e6  10. h3, Qh5  11. d4, Nxf3+  12. Nxf3,  cxd4  13. e5! (cutting off the Black queen) 13...dxe 14. Qb5+, Nd7  -  now find how how White wins quickly (5 moves - all forcing)
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In this game Black is hit by sacrifice after sacrifice between moves 9 & 31:




       L  ARONIAN  -  V  POPOV




           2005 Aeroflot, Round 4



                 Queens Gambit:  Slav Defence



 1    d4  
d5  


 2    c4  
c6



 3    Nc3  
Nf6  


 4    e3  
a6



 5    Nf3  
b5  


 6    c5  
g6



 7    Qb3  
a5?  


 8    Ne5  
Bg7



 9    Nxb5!  
cxb5  


10   Bxb5+  
Kf8



11   0-0  
Ba6  


12   a4  
Ne4



13   Nd3  
Bb7  


14   f3  
Nf6



15   Ne5  
Qc7  


16   Bd2  
h5



17   c6  
Bc8(b)  

18   e4  
Qb6



19   Be3  
Be6  


20   Rac1  
Na6(c)



21   f4  
Nc7  


22   f5  
Bc8



23   Rc5  
Ba6  


24   Bg5  
Bc8(d)



25   Kh1  
Nxe4  


26   Bxe7+!  
Kxe7



27   Rxd5!  
Nxd5 


28   Qxd5  
Ng5



29   Nxg6+! 
fxg6  


30   Re1+  
Be6(e)



31   Rxe6+!  
Kf8(f)  

32   Qd6+  
Kg8



33   Bc4  
Kh7  


34   Re7  
gxf5



35   Qf6  
Rhg8  


36   Qxg5
resigns(g)

a) For the piece White gets an immense centre which severely cramps Black & hinders his development.

b) Black cannot capture – 17...Nxc6  18 Nxc6 (18 Rac1? Nxd5!) 18...Bxc6  19 Rac1.

c) If  20...dxe  21 Nxg6+! Kg8  22 Nxe7+, Kf8  23 d5, Qc7  24 dxe6, Kxe7  25 Bc5+ is decisive.

d) The bishop again retreats to base but he had to defend 25 Bxf6  26 Nd7+.

e) It’s mate after 30...Kf8, 31 Qd6+, Kg8  32 Bc4+, Kh7  33 Qxg6#.

f) Again mate if 31...Nxe6  32 Qxe6+, Kf8  33 Bc4+ etc..

g)  36...Qxc6  37 Re6, Qxc4 (37...Qxe6  is equally hopeless) 38 Qxh5+ mating.

The South West Open, traditionally the strongest WA Grand Prix event of the year, will be played on Sat/Sun 12-13 March in Bunbury. Please contact Julian Painter 9795 8044 to enter or make enquiries.

GP events which follow are the Kingsley Open (March 36-28 at Legacy House, S. Perth), the Perth Open (April 9-10 at the Wanneroo Rec. Centre) & the Gufeld Cup (April 23-25 at Midland). The WA Allegro Championship will also be held at Midland Club (Ascension Church Hall, Spring Rd.) on March 16 & 23 (7.30 start).  Please contact Haydn Barber 9398 4242 to enter.

Iceland has gone further in its efforts to secure the release of Bobby Fischer from his seven months detention in the Narita Airport immigration camp, Tokyo, after previosly offering to accept Fischer in Iceland.  It has now agreed to offer a foreigners’ passport to Fischer which would enable him to travel to various European countries. 

SOLUTION:  1 Rxd4! Rd8  2 Rxd7! Rxd7  3 g4! Qxh3/g6  4 Nxe5 wins the rook (note omitting 2 Rxd7 allows, after 2 g4, Qxh3  3 Nxe5, 3...a6!).

