CHESS  Sat 19  March  2005
     
  David  Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com       1

Lima – Matsura (2005) looks headed for a draw as the Black a pawn seems certain to cost White his rook.  However White found a smart win (3 moves):
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Many readers will be aware that Gary Kasparov announced his retirement from top competitive chess after the final round of the Linares event.  In a finale akin to Bradman’s last test innings duck, Kasparov played a very below par game to lose his final game to Vaselin Topalov, allowing the Bulgarian, who won his last 3 games, to draw level with Kasparov.  Although Kasparov claims that there are no more real challenges left it is very possible that his decision is strongly effected by the frustrations over his failure to secure a crack at the world title since losing it to Kramnik.  Ironically his retirement comes after an announcement by FIDE president Ilyumzhinov of plans for a world championship reunification tournament involving FIDE’s champion & runner-up, Rustam Kasimdzhanov & Michael Adams, Classical world champion & his recent challenger, Vladimir Kramnik & Peter Leko, & the other top rated players in the world, Kasparov, Topalov, Vishwanath Anand & Alexander Morozevich.  Argument will now rage on whether Kasparov was the greatest player ever; his record is certainly impressive – for instance since 1996 he has lost only one game as White (to Radjabov – Linares 2003).  Here is his final win before his retirement announcement:



       MICHAEL  ADAMS   -   GARY  KASPAROV



                         Linares 2005, Round 12



                           Sicilian Scheveningen



 1    e4  
c5  


 2    Nf3  
d6



 3    d4  
cxd


 4    Nxd4  
Nf6  



 5    Nc3
a6 


 6    Be3  
e6



 7    Be2  
Qc7  


 8    Qd2  
b5



 9    a3  
Bb7  


10   f3  
Nc6



11   0-0-0 
b4  


12   axb  
Nxb4(a)



13   g4  
Be7  


14   g5  
Nd7



15   h4  
Nc5  


16   Kb1(b)
Rb8



17   h5  
0-0(c)  


18   g6  
Bf6(d)



19   Rdg1  
Ba8(e)  

20   Bg5  
Be5



21   gxh7+ 
Kxh7(f)  

22   Nb3?(g) 
Nxc2!



23   Nxc5  
Na3+  


24   Ka2  
Qxc5



25   Na4  
Nc2!


26   Kb1(h) 
Qa3



White resigns (i)

a)  Although Black has been the first to open lines against the opposing king he lags in development.

b)  A safety measure, ruling out possible combinations involving the knight fork of Q & K, ...Nb3+. 

c)  Looks like castling into it but Black’s king is prepared to face the White pawn storm in order to unite his rooks.

d)  The bishop both provides defence to his own king while menacing the opposing monarch.

e)  Unmasking the rook;  not 19...fxg?  20  hxg, h6  21 Bxh6! gxh6  22 g7! with a ferocious attack.

f)  21...Kh8 looks logical, keeping the king less exposed, but Black realises he might need to play ...Rg8.

g)  White cracks, allowing a typically brilliant Kasparov finish.

h)  Of course if 26 Nxc5? Rxb2#.

i)  27 Qxc2, Rfc8!  28 Qxc8, Rxb2+!  mating. 

Linares final scores: Kasparov & Topalov 8/12, Anand 6.5, Leko 6 (all draws!), Adams 5.5, Kasimdzhanov & Vallejo Pons 4.  Kasparov was awarded first place on tie-break.  The order for resolving a tie was – a) most wins: b) most wins as Black (Kasparov 3, Topalov 2): c) results between tied players (Topalov 1.5 – Kasparov 0.5): d) elimination of scores against lowest player(s). As you can see, a most arbitary way of splitting equal performances.

2005 GUFELD  CUP (WA Grand Prix) Sat – Mon, 23-25 April, venue Ascension Church Hall, Spring Park Rd., Midland.  Enquiries: Tristan Boyd 9454 7838, Haydn Barber 9398 4242. Entries accepted up to 12.15 pm Sat. before 12.30 start.

SOLUTION: 1 Rxb2!! a8=Q  2 Be5! threatening mate & the win of the queen by 2 Rb8+ (Black’s queen is lost after 2...Qa8  3 Rb8+).

