CHESS    Sat  26  March  2005
      
  David  Ellis   9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com    2

From The Fireside Book of Chess (Chernev/Reinfeld) – White to play & draw (4 moves):
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Gary Kasparov has never been afraid to face immense challenges throughout his life.  This strength of character was abundantly in evidence in his first match against then world champion Anatoly Karpov in 1984.  Trailing 0-5 in a first to 6 wins match after 27 games, Kasparov recovered to 3-5 after 48 games before the match was aborted.  He went on to win the replay over 24 games (=5, -3, =16) & successfully defended his title in 4 further matches against Karpov, once having to win the final game to hold on to his title.  In 1993, in league with his challenger Nigel Short, he took on the might of FIDE after FIDE refused to sanction the choice of London for their match and set up the rival Professional Chessplayers Association which has led to there being 2 claimants to the title of world champion for over 10 years. In announcing his retirement from chess the outspokenly anti- Putin Kasparov vowed to devote his time to politics working towards greater democracy in Russia.  The loss to the chess world will be immense but we are left the legacy of his wonderful creative brilliance.  Here is the game he rates as his best:


                 Gary  Kasparov  -  Vaselin  Topalov



        Wijk aan Zee 1999.  Pirc Defence


 1    e4  
d6  


 2    d4  
Nf6


 3    Nc3  
g6  


 4    Be3  
Bg7


 5    Qd2  
c6  


 6    f3  
b5


 7    Nge2  
Nbd7  


 8    Bh6  
Bxh6


 9    Qxh6  
Bb7  


10   a3  
e5


11   0-0-0 
Qe7  


12   Kb1  
a6


13   Nc1!(a)  
0-0-0 


14   Nb3  
exd


15   Rxd4  
c5  


16   Rd1  
Nb6


17   g3 
Kb8  


18   Na5  
Ba8


19   Bh3  
d5!(b)  


20   Qf4+  
Ka7


21   Rhe1  
d4  


22   Nd5  
Nbxd5


23   exd5  
Qd6(c)  

24   Rxd4!! 
cxd4(d)  


25   Re7+!  
Kb6(e) 

26   Qxd4+  
Kxa5


27   b4+  
Ka4  


28   Qc3  
Qxd5


29   Ra7!(f) 
Bb7  


30   Rxb7  
Qc4(g)


31   Qxf6  
Kxa3(h)  

32   Qxa6+  
Kxb4


33   c3+!  
Kxc3  


34   Qa1+  
Kd2


35   Qb2+  
Kd1  


36   Bf1!  
Rd2!(i)


37   Rd7!(j)  
Rxd7  


38   Bxc4  
bxc4

39 Qxh8 & wins.    

a)  Heading towards the enticing a5 square.

b)  Risky but justifiable, seeking central activity.

c)  The d pawn seems doomed.

d)  24...Kb6! was the best defence when play might continue 25 Nb3, Bxd5  26 Qxd6, Rxd6  27 Rd2, Rhd8  28 Red1.

e)  25...Qxe7 loses to 26 Qxd4+, Kb8  27 Qb6+, Bb7  28 Nc6+, Ka8  29 Qa7#.

f)  White does not allow Black to escape with a draw after 29 Qc7, Qd1+  30 Kb2, Qd4+ etc.

g)  If 30..Rd6  31 Rb6!! Rxb6  32 Kb2! with 33 Qb3+ coming.

h)  A better defence is 31...Rd1+  32 Kb2, Ra8 when White squeezes a winning endgame out of 33 Qb6! Qd4+  34 Qxd4, Rxd4  35 Rxf7, a5  36 Be6! axb  37 Bb3+, Ka5  38 axb, Kb6 (38...Kxb4  39 c3+) 39 Rxh7.

i)  Black is mated after 36...Qxf1  37 Qc2+, Ke1  38 Re7+.

j)  This pin ends Black’s resistance.

Get along today for the 2nd 2005 WA Grand Prix event, the Kingsley Open. Venue Legacy House, cnr Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, South Perth. Rounds 1,2 Sat 1-5.30, 3-5 Sun 10.30-5.30, 6,7 Mon 10.30-3. Enquiries 9307 4274, 9398 4242.  Please submit entry by 12.30.

SOLUTION:  1 Rxa4+! Qxa4  2 a8=Q! Qxa8  3 Ra7+! Nxh7  4 b7!! Qxb7 stalemate.

