CHESS   Sat  16  April  2005                                   David  Ellis   9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com    2

White to play & mate in 3 (Karol Wojtyla 1946):
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Did you notice the problem composer’s name? Perhaps you realised it was the name of the late Pope John Paul II who is said to have been an avid chess player & problem composer.  However there is suspicion that  publications of his games & compositions are possibly a hoax.  Here is a game he is purported to have played:



                   T  KAPFER   -   K  WOJTYLA



                   Krakow 1938.  French Winawer.



 1    e4  
e6 


 2    d4  
d5



 3    Nc3  
Bb4  


 4    e5  
c5



 5    a3  
Bxc3+  

 6    bxc3  
Ne7



 7    Nf3  
Bd7 


 8    dxc  
Qa5



 9    Bd2  
Ba4  


10   Bd3  
Nd7



11   0-0  
Nxc5  


12   Qe2  
Nxd3



13   cxd3  
Qa6  


14   Rfc1  
0-0



15   c4  
dxc  


16   dxc  
h6



17   Bb4  
Rfe8  


18   Rc3  
Rad8



19   Qa2  
Nc8  


20   Re1  
Rd7



21   Nd2  
Bc6  


22   Rce3  
Red8



23   Ne4  
Bxe4  


24   Rxe4  
Qb6



25   c5  
Qc7  


26   a4  
a5



27   Ba3  
Rd2  


28   Qc4  
R8d5



29   f4  
Ne7  


30   h3  
Nf5



31   g4  
Nd4  


32   R1e3  
Nc2



33   Rc3  
Rd1+  


34   Kg2  
R5d2+



35   Kg3  
Rg1+  


36   Kf3  
Ne1+



White resigns 

The strongest chess-playing pope was Leo XIII (1878-1903) whose published games are certainly not aprocryphal:



Father Guila Joachim  -  Cardinal  Pecci (Pope Leo XIII)



                  Perugia c 1875.  Giuoco Piano



 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Nf3  
Nc6



 3    Bc4  
Bc5  


 4    c3  
Nf6



 5    d4  
exd  


 6    e5  
d5



 7    exf6  
dxc4  


 8    Qe2  
Be6



 9    fxg7  
Rg8  


10   cxd  
Nxd4



11   Nxd4   
Bxd4  


12   Qh5 
Qf6



13   0-0  
Rxg7   


14   Qb5+  
c6



15   Qxb7  
Rxg2+!  

16   Kxg2  
Qg6+



17   Kh1  
Bd5+  


18   f3  
Bxf3+!



19   Rxf3  
Qg1#  

The Perth Open, played at Wanneroo Recreation Centre last weekend, was won by Tim Hare (6.5/7). Stephanus Kurniawan, a young Indonesian, resident in Perth for about a year & a half, in his first tournament in WA was second on 6.  Robert Maris & Jay Lakner were 3rd= on 5.  Ned Tomic (5) won the Under 1800 with Martin Curtis, Peter Dix & Alex Jaceski =2nd on 4.5.  Under 1500: 1st= Dave O’Shaughnessy & John Brooke (4), 3rd= Mat Garcia, Abel Oh, Colin Walker (3).  Junior: 1st Tom Donaldson (4.5).  Unrated: 1st Ian Wolstencroft  (3.5), 2nd Ian McAteer (3).

The next WA Grand Prix event is the Gufeld Cup, to be played at the Midland Chess Club, Ascension Church Hall, Spring Rd., Midland,  Sat 23 to Monday 25 April (start 12.30 Sat/Sun, 10.30 Mon).  Enquiries 9454 7838, 9398 4242

SOLUTION:  1 c8=N! Ka3  2 Nb6! axb6  3 axb6#

