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With his e pawn under attack & his f pawn a gonner, Black appears to have the worse of it (Kotloman-Tsinman 1985). However he forces White’s resignation in only 3 moves:
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     Last week in the chess alphabet series  we looked at P for Politics.  This week it’s P for Prison – often linked to politics, eg the US campaign against Bobby Fischer who has recruited an attorney to file a multi-million dollar lawsuit against the US government for unlawful revoking his passport and having him detained for 9 months in Japan.

     In 1914 a number of Russian players were competing in Mannheim, Germany, when war broke out. The Russians were taken into custody, their belongings searched and they were in danger of being shot as spies when their chess notations were thought to be secret codes.  Those considered capable of fighting were interred for the duration of the war. 

     Ludek Pachman (1923-2003), champion of Czechoslovakia seven times, was imprisoned in 1968 after the Soviet occupation for his political activities.  He was released in 1973 and left the country.  However Soviet Block players boycotted events Pachman was invited to until 1976.

     The most recent imprisonment of a player was last month when Vladimir Akopian (Armenia) was arrested at Dubai Airport on suspicion of murder when about to compete in the Dubai Open where he was top seed.  He was unfortunately confused with another person of the same name wanted by Interpol.

     Today’s game comes from the ill-fated Mannheim event and features the only loss by Alekhine  (9.5/11) who was awarded 1st prize.  This loss was to David Janowski who despite losing heavily in two World Championship matches to Lasker could boast of beating four World Champions, Steinitz, Lasker, Capablanca & Alekhine. After prolonged manoevering and the establishment of all four knights on outposts the game explodes with a brilliant sacrificial attack by White. (Incidently, Alekhine somehow avoided imprisonment for the duration of the war – perhaps the doctor who examined him was an admirer.)



        David Janowski  -  Alexander Alekhine 



                        Mannheim, 1914


         Queens Pawn: Torre Attack: Queens Indian Defence



 1    d4  
Nf6  

 2    Nf3  
e6



 3    Bg5  
h6  

 4    Bh4  
b6



 5    e3  
Bb7  

 6    Bd3  
c5



 7    0-0  
Be7  

 8    Nbd2  
d6



 9    Qe2  
Nbd7  

10   Rad1  
0-0



11   c3  
Qc7  

12   Rfe1  
Rfe8



13   h3  
e5  

14   dxe  
dxe



15   Bg3  
Bf8  

16   Bh2  
a6



17   Nh4  
b5  

18   c4  
b4



19   Nf1  
Rad8  

20   e4  
Nb8



21   f3  
Nh5  

22   Ne3  
Nf4



23   Qc2  
Nc6  

24   Nd5  
Qa5



25   Nf5  
Nxd3  

26   Qxd3  
Nd4



27   Nxd4  
cxd4  

28   Ra1  
Rc8



29   b3  
f5  

30   Re2  
Qd8



31   Rae1  
f4  

32   g3!  
fxg3



33   Bxg3  
Bd6  

34   Rg2  
Rf8



35   Kh2  
Qg5? 

36   Bf4!  
Qh5



37   Reg1!  
Bxd5  

38   Rxg7+  
Kh8



39   exd5  
e4!  

40   Rg8+!!  
Rxg8



41   Qxd4+  
Kh7  

42   Qxe4+  
Rg6



43   Bxd6  
Re8!  

44   Be7!  
Kg7



45   Rxg6  
Qxg6  

46   Qxg6+  
Kxg6



47   d6  
resigns

SOLUTION:  1...Rxa4!  2 bxa4, b3  3 Rg4, Be1+!! and Black queens whether or not the bishop is captured.

