CHESS          Sat  28  May  2005                              David  Ellis   9276 1822 / openfile@bigpond.com     2

Earlier this year Paul Bevan on ABC Classic Breakfast claimed that the most dangerous sport was – wait for it – Correspondence Chess on the grounds that more people died while playing it than any other game.  In fact two contestants in ICCF World Championships died while competing for the world title, Y Shtensapir (Russia) in the 1996-2002 championship & V Ragozin (USSR) in the 1962-65 event.  GM Ragozin, world correspondence champion in 1958, was one of the world’s leading post-war players (winner Helsinki 1946, runner-up to Botvinnik in Tchigorin Memorial 1947).

Correspondence chess certainly enables one to play at a far higher standard than over–the-board although the power of home computors is now a decided disincentive. Here is a miniature postal game of mine with an unusual double sacrifice:

D. Ellis – E. Gollnik 1965 (Sicilian: Richter-Rauzer Attack)  1 e4, c5  2 Nf3, Nc6  3 d4, cxd  4 Nxd4, Nf6  5 Nc3, d6  6 Bg5, e6  7 Qd2, a6  8 0-0-0, Bd7  9 f4, h6  10 Bh4, Nxe4  11 Qe1, Nf6  12 Nf5, Qa5  13 Nxd6+, Bxd6  14 Rxd6, Qc7  15 Rd2, Qxf4  16 Be2, Ne4  17 Nxe4, Qxe4  18 Qf2, Rc8 – how does White continue?
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Former Australian & British Junior Champion Stephen Kerr of Sydney recently qualified for the title of Senior Intrnationnal Correspondence Master.  Here is one of the games from his last qualifying event in which he makes an almost miraculous save to salvage a draw:



                          Stephen Kerr – Carol-Peter Gouw (Ned.)



                   Purdy Jubilee A:   English v Dutch



 1    c4  
f5 


 2    g3  
d6



 3    Bg2  
Nf6  


 4    Nc3  
e5



 5    d3  
Be7  


 6    e4  
c6



 7    Nge2  
0-0  


 8    0-0  
Na6



 9    h3  
fxe  


10   dxe  
Nc5



11   Be3  
Be6  


12   b3  
Qc8



13   g4  
a6 


14   f4  
b5



15   f5  
Bf7  


16   g5  
Nh5



17   Bf3  
b4 


18   Na4  
Nxa4



19   bxa4  
Nf4  


20   Nxf4  
exf4



21   Bxf4  
Bxc4  


22   Re1  
d5



23   Kg2  
Ra7 


24   Bg4  
Qd8



25   Qc1  
Bd3 


26   Qxc6 
Bxe4+



27   Rxe4  
dxe4 


28   Rd1  
Qa8



29   Qb6  
Kh8 


30   h4  
Bd8



31   Qxb4  
Raf7  


32   Bd6  
Re8



33   Qb3  
Rb7  


34   Qc3  
e3!!(a)



35   Bf3  
Ba5!  


36   Qxa5  
Rb2+



37   Kg3  
e2  


38   Rd3  
Qd8



39   Qe1  
Rb1  


40   Qxb1  
e1=Q+



41   Qxe1  
Rxe1  


42   Rd5  
Kg8



43   a5  
Qc8  


44   Bc5  
Rf1



45   h5  
Qc7+ 


46   Kg4  
Qxa5



47   g6  
Qc7  


48   Be3  
Rb1



49   a3  
h6 


50   Bf4  
Qc8



51   Re5  
Rb5 


52   Rxb5!  
axb5



53   Bd6!  
Qc4+


DRAW (b)

a)  The start of an involved combination that nets White’s queen for 2 minor pieces.

b)  After 54 Kg3, Qd3  55 Bb4, Qxf5, Black’s king cannot assist the queen which can achieve nothing against White’s solid set-up.

Keep next weekend free for the Foundation Day Open (WA Grand Prix) to be held at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, S. Perth Sat 4 to Mon 6 June.  Enquiries Haydn Barber 9398 4242.

SOLUTION:  19 Rxd7! Kxd7  20 Qxf7+, Kd6  21 Rd1+, Nd4 (now with both bishops hanging White is also threatened with mate) 22 Rxd4! (the double-exchange sacrifice) Black resigns.


