CHESS   Sat   4  June  2005                                       David  Ellis  9276 1822 / openfile@bigpond.com    2

White to play & mate in 2 (W A Shinkman 1976). There are 2 distinct themes, one with 6 sub-variations, the other with 2.
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It was a fairy tale come true – the home town hero coming from last place to win.  At the recent M-Tel Masters in Sofia, Bugaria, Veselin Topalov, after drawing 4 & losing 1 of his first 5 games to to be at the tail of the field, sprinted home with 4 wins & a draw in the second half to finish well ahead of 5 of the world’s top players.  Scores: 1st  Topalov 6.5/10, 2nd Vishy Anand 5.5, =3rd Judit Polgar & Ruslan Ponamariov 5, =5th Vladimir Kramnik & Michael Adams 4.  The tournament stipulation forbidding agreed draws produced entertaining chess with a high 40% of decisive games.  The result will probably enable Topalov to leapfrog Anand as the world’s top ranked player since the retirement of Kasparov.  Here is one of his fine wins showing his great fighting spirit & imagination:

                       TOPALOV   -   ANAND

             M-Tel Masters, Sofia, 2005, Round 6

                         Queens Indian Defence

 1    d4  
Nf6  


 2    c4  
e6

 3    Nf3  
b6  


 4    g3  
Ba6

 5    b3  
Bb4+  


 6    Bd2  
Be7

 7    Nc3  
c6  


 8    e4  
d5

 9    Qc2  
dxe  


10   Nxe4 
Bb7

11   Neg5!(a)
c5  


12   d5  
exd

13   cxd  
h6  


14   Nxf7!  
Kxf7

15   0-0-0 
Bd6  


16   Nh4  
Bc8

17   Re1!  
Na6  


18   Re6! 
Nb4(b)

19   Bxb4 
cxb4 


20   Bc4  
b5

21   Bxb5 
Be7(c)  

22   Ng6  
Nxd5(d)

23   Rxe7+(e)
Nxe7  


24   Bc4+(f) 
Kf6

25   Nxh8  
Qd4(g)  

26   Rd1 
Qa1+ 

27   Kd2  
Qd4+  


28   Ke1  
Qe5+

29   Qe2  
Qxe2+  

30   Kxe2  
Nf5(h)

31   Nf7  
a5  


32   g4  
Nh4

33   h3  
Ra7


34   Rd6+ 
Ke7

35   Rb6  
Rc7  


36   Ne5(i) 
Ng2

37   Ng6+  
Kd8  


38   Kf1  
Bb7

39   Rxb7  
Rxb7  


40   Kxg2 & wins 

  

a)  The start of a novel well prepared sacrificial attack.

b)  If 18...Bxe6  19 dxe6+, Kxe6  20 Bxa6 White is only the exchange down while Black’s king remains in great danger.

c)  If now 21...Bxe6  22 dxe6+, Kg8 (22...Kxe6  23 Re1+) 23 e7! Bxe7  24 Bc4+, Kf8  25 Ng6+, Ke8  26 Nxh8.

d)  And again if 22...Bxe6  23 dxe6+, Kxe6 (23...Kg8  24 Rd1 wins) 24 Nf4+, Kf7  25 Qg6+, Kg8  26 Bc4+.

e)  Wins but 23 Re5! leaves Black without defence – eg 23...Rf8  24 Bc4, Be6  25 Rxd5! Bxd5  26 Qf5+, Kg8  27 Bxd5+.

f)  Better 24 Rd1 – 24...Qb6  25 Bc4+, Be6  26 Rd7, Rhe8  27 Qf5+.

g)  The knight is immune – 25...Qxh8  26 Rd1, Nf5  27 Qe4, Rb8  28 Qc6+.

h)  30...Bg4+  31 f3, Bxf3+  32 Kxf3, Rxh8+ loses - 33 Rd6+, Kf5  34 g4+, Kg5  35 Kg3 (36 h4#).

i)  Trapping Black’s knight.

Foundation Day weekender (6 round WA Grand Prix) starts today at 1 pm, continuing on Sunday & Monday 11am both days. Please enter by 12.30pm. Venue: Legacy House, Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, S. Perth. Enquiries Haydn Barber 9398 4242.

SOLUTION:  The two themes are discovered check & self-block. White’s pieces are optimally placed but he has to avoid stalemate. Black is placed in zugzwang with the one waiting move 1 c5.  Black’s knight must move, either depriving its king of an escape square – the self block (1...Nd8  2 Nd6# or 1...Nc7  2 b7#), allowing a deadly pin (1...Nxc5 2 Rc4# or 1...Nxf8  2 Rg8#), or capture (1...Nc4/b5/b7d5  2 RxN#). 

