CHESS    Sat  16  July  2005                                     David  Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com     


HELPMATE  is a term used in problems in which White & Black cooperate towards the common aim of mate of the king.  With Black to move can you play in such a way that White mates on his second move with the assistance of Black?  There are 2 solutions.
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Last week our attention was brought to the life & influence of Giochimo Greco (1600-34). Today a few more brilliancies from 1620 and life details of this trailblazer, called ‘the father of opening analysis’.  Greco travelled widely, gaining sponsorship in the courts of Europe and playing matches for high stakes. In 1621 he earned 5000 crowns by defeating France’s three leading players but while crossing the channel to England had his purse stolen by brigands.  He died while on a trip to the East Indies at the young age of 34.  Here are two Giuoco Piano games which show the soundness of White’s sacrificial attack, followed by a Bishops Opening:



 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Nf3  
Nc6



 3    Bc4  
Bc5  


 4    c3  
Nf6



 5    d4  
exd  


 6    cxd  
Bb4+



 7    Nc3  
Nxe4  


 8    0-0  
Nxc3



 9    bxc3  
Bxc3?  

10   Qb3! 
Bxa1



11   Bxf7+ 
Kf8  


12   Bg5  
Ne7



13   Ne5  
Bxd4  


14   Bg6! 
d5



15   Qf3+  
Bf5 


16   Bxf5  
Bxe5



17   Be6+ 
Bf6 


18   Bxf6  
gxf6



19   Qxf6+  
Ke8  


20   Qf7#



10   ....  
Bxd4  


11   Bxf7+ 
Kf8



12   Bg5  
Bf6 


13   Rae1  
Ne7



14   Bh5  
Ng6 


15   Ne5!  
Nxe5



16   Rxe5  
g6  


17   Bh6+  
Bg7



18   Rf5+!  
gxf5  


19   Qf7#



 1    e4  
e5 


 2    Bc4  
Bc5



 3    Qe2  
Qe7 


 4    f4  
exf



 5    Nf3  
g5 


 6    h4  
f6



 7    hxg  
fxg 


 8    Nc3  
c6

     
 9    d4  
g4 


10   Nh4  
Bxd4



11   Nf5  
Bxc3+ 


12   bxc3 
Qf6



13   Bxf4  
Qxc3+ 


14   Kf2 
b5



15   Bb3 
a5 


16   Nd6+ 
Kd8



17   Qxg4 
Ne7 


18   Nf7+ 
Ke8



19   Qh5 
Qd4+ 


20   Kf3  
Qc3+



21   Ke2  
Rf8 


22   Nd6+  
Kd8



23   Qe8+!!  
Rxe8  


24   Nf7#

Do you remember this finish from the problem last week?

WA CHAMPIONSHIP:  While defending champion Haydn Barber has won his opening two games, his main rival Tim Hare unexpectedly lost his second round game to junior Ganesh Viswanath who had such a good Australian Junior Championship early in the year.  Play is held at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane each Sunday from 1pm and spectators are welcome.

IT’S A  FUNNY  GAME:  Max Euwe, speaking of a particular win against his great rival Alexander Alekhine, ‘When I sacrificed my knight Alekhine took off his jacket’.

Replied Paul Keres, ‘I suppose if you’d sacrificed your queen he’d have taken off his trousers’.

SOLUTION:  a) 1...cxd1=N  2 Kb4, Nb2  3 Nc3#:  b) cxb1=R  2 Ka4, Rb2  3 Nc3#.

