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The earliest Italian work on chess, by Damiano, contained the following aphorism, ‘When you find a good move, look for a better’.  This advice can certainly be applied to today’s position – Fillippov-Savchenko, 2005.  Black to play and win (3 moves):
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In our Alphabet series I have selected R for Rubinstein, one of the most tragic figures in chess.  Akiba Rubinstein (1882-1961) was born the youngest of 12 children to Polish parents. He learnt chess at the relatively late age of 16 but made immense strides to become one of the greatest players in the world.  Tournament and match successes, culminating in a tie for first place with world champion Lasker at St Petersburg 1909 (he defeated Lasker in their individual encounter), made him a leading challenger.  Lack of financial backing and then the outbreak of World War I when negotions were in process prevented a match with Lasker.  The war had a profound effect on his mental health and, despite a number of further tournament successes, he became prone to elementary blunders.  He developed a persecution mania and retired in 1932, was placed in an asylum for some years and died in poverty.  His play was smooth and logical and he was unsurpassed in endgame play. The Rubinstein variations in the Nimzo-Indian and French were named after him (1 d4, Nf6  2 c4, e6  3 Nc3, Bb4  4 e3 and 1 e4, e6  2 d4, d5  3 Nc3, dxe) as well as the main variation in the Queens Gambit, Tarrasch Defence. However he will be most remembered for this game, ‘Rubinstein’s Immortal’:



                    G A ROTLEVI   -   A  RUBINSTEIN



                          Russian Championship 1907



               Queens Gambit Declined: Tarrasch Defence



 1    d4   
d5  


 2    Nf3  
e6



 3    e3  
c5  


 4    c4  
Nc6



 5    Nc3  
Nf6  


 6    dxc(a)  
Bxc5



 7    a3  
a6  


 8    b4  
Bd6



 9    Bb2  
0-0 


10   Qd2  
Qe7



11   Bd3  
dxc  


12   Bxc4  
b5



13   Bd3  
Rd8 


14   Qe2 
Bb7 



15   0-0 
Ne5 


16   Nxe5  
Bxe5(b)



17   f4  
Bc7  


18   e4  
Rac8



19   e5  
Bb6+  


20   Kh1  
Ng4



21   Be4(c)
Qh4  


22   g3(d)  
Rxc3!!



23   gxh4(e)  
Rd2! 


24   Qxd2(f)
Bxe4+



25   Qg2  
Rh3!! 


White resigns

a) Better 6 a3 fighting for tempo.  White’s play leaves him tempi down.

b) Threatening to win material by 17...Qd6.

c)  If 21 Ne4, Rxd3!  22 Qxd3, Qh4  23 h3, Qg3!  24 hxg4, Qh4#.

d)  On 22 h3 Black has 22...Rxc3! 23 Bxc3 (23 Bxb7, Rxh3+!) 23...Bxe4  24 Qxg4, Qxg4  25 hxg4, Rd3 (threats 26...Rxc3/Rh3#).

e)  23 Bxb7 is best but Black wins with 23...Rxg3 threatening 24...Nxh2! or 24...Rh3.

f)  24 Bxb7, Rxe2  25 Bg2, Rh3!!

SOLUTION: 1...Bxa1 is the obvious and good move but Black finishes White off with 1...Bd4+  2 Kh1 (2 Kf1, Qc4+) 2 Qxf3!! & mates next move).  By the way, how many other readers noticed that in last week’s position Black could avoid mate (though still lose) by 3...Qh5 rather than 3...Qh6?  Thanks to Gordon Dunlop for pointing this out. 

