CHESS   Sat 29 October 2005                                           David Ellis  92761822 / openfile@bigpond.com   1

A very practical key move in today’s problem by C J Morse (1967) – White to play and mate in 2:
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Vaselin Yopolov’s victory in the San Luis (Argentina) FIDE World Championship was a tale of two halves – a Fischer-like anihilation of his opponents in the first half (6.5/7), followed by 7 draws against the same opponents in the second half in which he came close to losing twice. One close shave was against Michael Adams and the other against Rustam Kasimdzhanov in the penultimate round.  As against Adams, an exchange sacrifice helped save him and secure him the title with around to spare.


            
R  KASIMDZHANOV  -   V  TOPOLOV



          2005 FIDE Woeld Championship, Round 13



                     Ruy Lopez:  Berlin Defence



 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Nf3  
Nc6



 3    Bb5  
Nf6  


 4    0-0 
Nxe4



 5    d4  
Nd6  


 6    Bxc6  
dxc6



 7    dxe5  
Nf5  


 8    Qxd8+ 
Kxd8



 9    Nc3  
Ne7 


10   h3  
Ng6(a)



11   Be3  
Be7 


12   Rad1+  
Ke8



13   a3  
h5  


14   Rfe1
h4



15   Nd4!
a6(b)


16   f4  
Rh5



17   Ne4  
Bd7 


18   c4  
a5



19   c5  
a4  


20   Rc1  
f5



21   exf6  
Bxf6 


22   f5! 
Ne7(c)



23   Nxf6+ 
gxf6 


24   Bf4  
Kf7



25   Bxc7 
Nxf5 


26   Rc4 
Nxd4



27   Rxd4  
Be6 


28   Bd6 
Ra5



29   Rde4 
Bd5 


30   Re7+ 
Kg6



31   Rxb7 
Rb5 


32   Rb6 
Rg5



33   Re2 
Rb3! 


34   Kh2  
Re3!



35   Rd2(d)  
Reg3!!  

36   Bxg3 
hxg3+



37   Kh1  
Rf5 


38   Rd1  
Rf2



39   Rb8(e)
f5  


40   Rd8  
Bxg2+



41   Kg1 
Bd5 


42   R8xd5  
cxd5



43   Rc1  
Rxb2  


44   c6  
Rb8



45   Kg2  
f4  


46   Kf3  
Kg5



47   h4+  
DRAW

a)  The Berlin Defence was used very successfully by Vladimir Kramnik when he wrested the world title from Gary Kasparov.  After 6 of the first 10 moves made by the king’s knight it leaves Black behind in development, a broken queenside and a king unable to castle.  Its artificiality is seen in the bizarre way Black develops his rooks via h5 & a5.

b)  Not 15...Nxe5?  16 Bc1, Ng6  17 Ndb5! cxb5  18 Nxb5, Kf8  19 Nxc7, Rb8  20 Rd8+! Bxbd8  21 Re8#.

c)  Not 22...Bxf5?  23 g4! hxg3  24 Nxg3.

d)  35 Rxe3? loses to 35...Rxg2+  36 Kh1, Rg3+  37 Kh2, Rxe3.

e)  If 39 Rg1, f5  40 Rb4, f4  41 Rxa4, Kf6 (plan ...f4/...f3) 42 Rd1, Bxg2+  43 Kg1, Bxh3 winning.

Topolov’s success has produced a hat trick for Bulgaria with the recent victory for Spassov in the World Seniors’ and Anna Stefanova winning the women’s title in 2005.

Bozidar Mandic won the Yanchep/Two Rocks Allegro (43 players). Report next week.

Cracovia Cup tomorrow at Cracovia Club, (5 rds, 30 min per player) 375 Marshall Rd., Beechboro (Rd 1 at 10.15).  Late entries accepted up to 10 am.

Willetton Open (6 round, WA Grand Prix) Sat/Sun 5/6 Nov at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, S. Perth (start 1 pm Sat).  Enquiries David Ellis 9276 1822. 

SOLUTION: 1 Qh3!! Variations include 1...Qxh3  2 Nf7#:  1...c3  2 Nf7/Nf5#:  1...Qe4+  2 Nf5#:  1...Qxf6+  2 Bxf6#.

