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Weekenders with 3 rounds a day of necessity entail relatively fast time limits frequently resulting in time troubles and blunders.  Sometimes a player sees a tactical idea involving a sacrifice but lacks the time to verify the soundness of the combination. In the 2005 Foundation Day weekender I was White against WA’s top junior Tom Donaldson.  White had had a positional advantage throughout the game but in time trouble twice offered draws which Black declined.  On reaching the position below I saw what I believed was a winning combination but declined to risk it, instead opting for the safe 1.Ke2.  Can you see the winning idea (6 moves)?
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The penultimate WA Grand Prix weekender, the Willetton Open, only attracted 15 players but these included 5 players with ratings between 2146 and 1972 as well as the state’s top two juniors.  Winner was WA’s top rated player Tristan Boyd (5.5/6), for whom chess has taken a back seat to university studies this year. Tim Hare (4.5) was second and third place was shared by Ned Tomic and David Ellis (4). State champion Haydn Barber (3.5) could manage only fifth along with Tom Donaldson who downed Haydn for the first time. In the final round Ned Tomic’s hopes of first place were thwarted by the analytical skill of Tristan Boyd (notes based on extensive annotations provided by Tristan):

                  Nedeljko Tomic  - Tristan Boyd 

                    2005 Willetton Open Round 6

                  Sicilian: Scheveningen / Najdorf

 
 1.    e4 
c5 


 2.    Nf3  
d6 

 3.    d4 
cxd4 


 4.    Nxd4 
Nf6 

 5.    Nc3 
a6


 6.    Bc4 
e6

 7.    0–0 
b5


 8.    Bd3(a) 
Be7

 9.    Be3   
Bb7 


10.   f3 
Nc6 

11.   Nxc6 
Bxc6 


12.   Qe1 
0–0 

13.   Qf2 
Qc7 


14.   Qg3 
b4 

15.   Ne2 
Kh8 


16.   a3 
a5 

17.   axb4 
axb4  


18.   Nd4 
Rxa1 

19.   Rxa1 
Ra8 


20.   Rxa8+ 
Bxa8 

21.   Nb5 
Qb8 


22.   Bc5(b) 
e5(c) 

23.   Bxb4 
Bc6 


24.   c4 
Nd7 

25.   Qf2 
Nc5 


26.  Qd2(d) 
d5! 

27.   exd5(e)    Bxb5 


28.  Bxc5(f) 
Bxc5+ 

29.   Kh1 
Be8 


30.  Qc2 
Qb4 

31.   Qb1 
Ba4 


32.  Bc2(g) 
Bxc2 

White resigns

(a) Standard is 8.Bb3.

(b) A tactically unsound move, but it flusters Black who needlessly gives away a pawn.

(c) 22…Nh5! creates difficulties for White - 23.Bxd6? Nxg3 24.Bxb6, Bc5+ mates or 23.Qg4? dxc5 24.Qxh5, g6 25...Bc6 wins. The only move is 23.Ba7, but after 23...Qxa7+! Black has a slight advantage. 

(d) Retreating the bishop is better.

(e) After 27.Bxc5, Bxc5+ Black would have positional compensation for the pawn.

(f) Meekly losing a piece.  Critical was 28.cxb5, Nxd3  29.Bxe7, Qa7+  30.Kf1, Qa1+  31.Ke2, Nf4+. 

  Now White has i) 32.Ke3, f5  33.Kf2, Qa7+  34.Kf1 & Black can force a draw (and secure outright first place) with 34...Qa1+ (35.Qe1, Qxb2 winning). If Black risks 34…Qxe7  White’s passed pawns would be dangerous in a time scramble, especially with Black’s knight out of play after 35.g3. 

  ii) 32.Kf2, Qa7+ 33.b6! Qxb6+ (33...Qxe7 is again the risky option) 34.Kg3, Qg6+  35.Kf2, Qxg2+ 36.Ke3, Qf1 (swapping queens leaves White’s b pawn very dangerous) 37.d6, f5 (37...Ng2+ is met by 38.Qxg2!  39.d7) 38.d7, Qg1+  39.Qf2, Qc1+ with a draw.

(g) White hopes for 32...Qxc4  33.b3 but runs into a back row mate. 

The final WA Grand Prix event for 2005 is the Christmas Open on Sat, Sun, Dec 3,4 (start 1pm Sat) at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, S. Perth.  Enquiries Tristan Boyd 9454 7833. 

SOLUTION:  1.Rf8+!! Kxf8  2.c6+, Rde7 (if 2...Rdd6  3 cxb or 2...Kg8  3.cxd7, Bf6  4.Re7!! & queens) 3.c7, Rc6  4.Bxe7+, Kxe7 (4...Kg8  5.Rh1 planning Ra1 – 5...Rc2+  6.Ke1!) 5.Rxg7+, Kf8 (5...Kf6  6.Rg8)  6.Rxg6! wins.  Fortunately for White after 1.Ke2 Black blundered with 1...Re8? allowing 2.Rxg7+.

