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Rubinstein was considered a master of the endgame so it is perhaps surprising that he missed an easy win in the position below (Black v Salve, Prague 1908), instead having to eke out a win in another 42 moves.
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The game this week comes from the recent Ralph Seberry Memorial, Sydney.  Seberry died at a relatively young age last year and besides being the then current NSW champion was a most valuable chess administrator.  The game’s winner, rated 1529, gives away almost 200 points but shows more ideas and finishes with a devastating double sacrifice:




TOM  TOMAS   -   ANDREW  PHILLIPS




2005 Ralph Seberry Memorial, Rd. 4




Benko (Counter) Gambit Declined




 1    d4  
c5  


 2    d5  
Nf6




 3    c4  
b5 


 4    Nf3  
bxc




 5    Nc3 
Bb7(a) 

 6    e4  
Qc7




 7    Bxc4 
d6  


 8    0-0 
g6




 9    Re1 
Bg7 


10   Bf4 
Nh5




11   Be3  
0-0  


12   Qd2  
Nd7




13   Bg5 
Ne5 


14   Be2 
Rfc8!(b)




15   Nxe5  
Bxe5 


16   Bxh5 
gxh5




17   Bh6(c) 
Kh8 


18   Qg5 
Rg8




19   Qxh5 
Rg6 


20   Be3 
Rag8




21   g3  
Bc8(d)  

22   Qe2  
Bg4




23   Qd2(e)  
Bf3


24   Qd3  
Qc8




25   Qf1(f)  
Bxg3!!  

26   fxg3  
Rxg3+!




27   hxg3  
Rxg3+  

28   Kh2?(g) 
Qg4




White resigns

a) While this helps to clear the back rank to free the rooks and may discourage e5 by White it does seem to leave the bishop ‘biting on granite’.

b)  Black may well have seen Fischer’s world championship win against Spassky when he allowed his knight on h5 to be captured. Nimzovitsch also employed the idea years before Fischer.

c)  This and White’s subsequent two moves give Black time to build up a threatening kingside attack.

d)  The bishop eyes the weak white squares around White’s king.

e)  The immediate 23 Qd3 looks better.

f)  White might try 25 Bxc5! but after 25...Qxc5  26 Qxf3, Bxg3! (better than 26...Rxg3+!?  27 hxg3, Rxg3+  28 Qxg3, Bxg3) Black’s position is overwhelming.

g)  Loses immediately although after 28 Kf2, Qg4 (not 28...Rg2+? Qxg2!) Black is heading for a quick finish (29 Bh6, Qh4 or 29 Bd2, Rg2+  30 Ke3, Qg3).

Tournaments in WA have finished for the year. State champion  Haydn Barber was a comfortable winner of the 2005 WA Grand Prix with 3 firsts and 3 seconds in his 7 events.  Runner up was last year’s champion Tim Hare while Tristan Boyd, who was only able to play in the final 4 events, was third with 3 firsts and a second.  Albany junior Tom Donaldson again won the Major section with Gordon Dunlop second and Ned Tomic third.  Mick Pavlovic won the Minor section ahead of Gary Donaldson (a good double for the Donaldsons) and Yita Choong. Haydn won the final weekender, the Christmas Open while Tristan won both the Midland and City of Fremantle Opens.  Peter Roza and Adam Haasse shared first place in the Metro Club’s Respini A. 

Yita Choong will be playing in the prestigious Queenstown tournament, NZ, in January while a number of other players will be competing in the Australian and Australian Junior championships in Brisbane after Christmas.

SOLUTION:  1...g5!  2 Bxg5 (2 hxg5? h4+!) 2...Rf3+  3 Kg2, hxg4 with an easy win.  I must admit I spent time initially confirming the more obtuse 1...Rxf4  2 Kxf4, g5+ certainly doesn’t win.

