CHESS  24  December  2005                                    David Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com    2

I received a call last week from former CAWA president Denis McMahon with news of the recent Australian Schools Championship played in NSW.  WA was for a number of years unwilling to enter teams for this competition on the grounds of the high expense and since participating has regularly been wooden spoonists (apart from the year WA hosted the event and Churchlands Primary came midtable in the Girls Primary section).  This year was different with Miles Haselgrove, Nathan Rozells, Andrew Buckley and Paul Taylor from Applecross Senior High gaining 3rd place in the Secondary Open.  Here is a miniature won by Nathan Rozells against Steven Cooke of Somerset College, Queensland (Round 1, Board 2): 1 e4, c5  2 Nf3, e6  3 d4, cxd  4 Nxd4, Nc6  5 Nc3, a6  6 Be3, Nf6  7 Bd3, d5  8 exd, Nxd5  9 Nxd5, Qxd5  10 Nxc6, Qxg2  Black expects 11 Rf1 leaving him a pawn up after capturing the knight but is confronted by a startling winning move from Nathan. Can you find it?
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Our game today is taken from the same event:


James Cronan (Knox Grammar, NSW) – Miles Haselgrove (Applecross High, WA)





2005 Schools Championship, Rd 3






  English Symetrical




 1    c4  
Nf6  


 2    Nc3  
c5




 3    Nf3  
Nc6 


 4    g3  
g6




 5    Bg2  
Bg7  


 6    0-0 
0-0




 7    d4(a)  
cxd 


 8    Nxd4  
a6(b)




 9    h3  
Qb6  


10   Nb3  
d6




11   Be3  
Qc7  


12   Rc1  
Be6




13   Nd5  
Qd8  


14   Qd2  
Nd7




15   Bh6  
Rc8  


16   Bxg7  
Kxg7




17   e4  
Nc5  


18   Nd4  
Bxd5




19   exd5  
Ne5  


20   f4  
Ned7




21   Rfe1  
Re8  


22   g4  
Nf8




23   b4  
Ncd7  


24   h4  
Rc7




25   Bf1  
Kg8  


26   f5(c)  
Ne5




27   Qf4  
Qc8  


28   Nb3  
Ned7




29   h5  
Nf6 


30   Bd3  
Kg7




31   Re2  
N8d7  


32   hxg  
hxg




33   Rce1  
Ne5  


34   Rxe5(d) 
dxe5




35   Qxe5  
Rxc4(e)  

36   Nd4  
Rxb4




37   g5  
Rd8  


38   gxf6+(f)  
exf6




39   Qf4(g) 
Qc5 


40   Kg2  
Rxd4




White resigns

a)  Preparing a3, b4 is a more promising system for White.

b)  While White has more space, Black has a very solid position and will seek to take advantage of any White weaknesses created in an attempt to attack.

c)  An alternative would be to prepare h5 which does not surrender control of the important e5.

d)  A promising looking exchange sarifice.

e)  Completely refuting White’s attacking plan.  Clearly White cannot capture the rook.

f)  If 38 Be4, Qc5  39 Rd1, Rxd4!  40 Rxd4, Qc1+  41 Kf2, Qxg5 winning.

g)  Losing the knight although after 39 Qe3, Rxd5 (not 39...Qc5??  40 Ne6+!) Black has a won position – eg 40 Nc2, Rg5+  41 Kf1, Rxf5+!  42 Bxf5, Qxf5+  43 Qf2? Rf4. 

While WA had no representatives in the two girls’ sections, Benjamin Edland, Caleb Simmons, Jesse Smith, Thomas Edland (who scored a creditable 2.5/5) from Midland Christian represented the state in the Open Primary and although finishing last were definitely competitive. 

SOLUTION:  1 Be4! The threat of 2 Qd8# gives Black no time to capture the unprotectd bishop – a startling clearance sacrifice!

