CHESS   Sat 28 Jan 2006 

David Ellis  9276 1822 / openfile@bigpond.com
           1

Here’s another position from the recent Australian Championship (Schmaltz-Ftacnik).  White to play and win (3 moves):
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Although David Smerdon (Vic) was eventually beaten into second place in the championship he did succeed  not only in producing the most consistently exciting brilliant play but also in gaining his first Grand Master norm.  It is difficult selecting the best of his many fine wins from the event but perhaps it is this one against the current NSW champion:




     DAVID  SMERDON  -  ANDREW  BIRD




      2005/06 Xstrata Australian Championship




                   Sicilian Defence: 2 c3



 
 1    e4  
c5   

 2    c3  
Nf6




 3    e5  
Nd5 

 4    Nf3
e6




 5    Bc4 
d6 

 6    d4  
cxd




 7    cxd 
Nc6 

 8    Qe2  
Be7




 9    0-0 
0-0 

10   Nc3 
Nxc3




11   bxc3 
dxe 

12   dxe 
Qa5




13   Rb1 
Qxc3 

14   Rb5(a) 
Na5




15   Bd3 
Rd8 

16   Rd1 
b6




17   Rb1 
Bb7 

18   Bg5 
Qa3




19   Bc1 
Qa4

20   Ng5(b) 
h6




21   Bh7+ 
Kh8 

22   Bc2 
Qe8




23   Rd3! 
Rxd3 

24   Qxd3 
g6




25   Qh3  
h5 

26   g4  
Bxg5




27   gxh5! 
Bxc1 

28   hxg+ 
Kg7




29   Qh7+ 
Kf8 

30   Rxc1 
Rc8




31   Rd1! 
Bd5(c) 
32   Qh8+ 
Ke7




33   Qf6+ 
Kd7 

34   Ba4+ 
Rc6(d)




35   Rxd5+! 
exd5 

36   gxf7 
Qf8




37   Bxc6+ 
Nxc6 

38   Qd6+!(e)  resigns

a)  Threatening to ensnare the queen with 15 Bb2.

b)  The start of a brilliant sustained series of attacking moves.  White will endeavour to create weaknesses in the black king’s pawn shield, readily prepared to sacrifice a piece along the way.

c)  Black must block the open file as White threatens 32 g7+, Ke7  33 Qh4+, f6  34 Qxf6#.

d)  Not 34...Nc6  35 Rxd5+, exd5  36 Qd6#  

e)  Ensuring the promotion of the f pawn.

Angela Song, 13 from NSW, became the first girl Australian Junior Champion after winning a play-off against Justin Tang (NSW) who had defeated her in the final round of the champioships.  Angela is a Womens FIDE Master and became Australian Girls Under 18 at the age of 10.  Her 10 year old brother Raymond also had a phenominal result coming =8th in the Australian Championship with 6/11.  On the same score was 13 year old Moulthun Ly (Qld). Ly was the 2004/5 Australian Champion and besides playing in the Championship also defended his Junior title, coming only a half point behind Angela Song and Tang.

FIDE World Champion Veselin Topov, favourite to win the annual top rating Corus tournament in Wijk aan Zee, was well beaten in Rd 2 by Michael Adams. After 8 rounds Topalov shares top spot with Vishy Anand. Full results and game next week.

Six West Australians are competing in the 193 player Queenstown Open, NZ.  Jay Lakner has again defeated Greg Canfell.

SOLUTION:  1 Rd6!! and Black is helpless – if 1...Rxd6  2 Ne7+ wins the queen and, if the queen moves, 2 Qxe6+ wins a rook. 

