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In Aronian-Van Wely (Corus 2006, Rd 6) Black finds two tactical ploys to gain a winning advantage 

(although it took him over 50 more moves to force his opponent’s resignation) (3 moves):
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The 14 player Corus tournament in Wijk aan Zee resulted in a tie between FIDE World Champion Veselin Topolov, winner in 2005, and 2004 winner Vishy Anand, both on 9/13. Well behind were joint thirds Michael Adams and Vassily Ivanchuk on 7.5.  Michael Adams played superbly to inflict the only loss on Topolov:




MICHAEL  ADAMS  -  VESELIN  TOPOLOV




2006 Corus, Round 2




Sicilian, Scheveningen Variation




 1    e4  
c5  


 2    Nf3 
d6




 3    d4  
cxd 


 4    Nxd4 
Nf6




 5    Nc3  
a6 


 6    Be2 
e6




 7    0-0  
Be7 


 8    a4  
Nc6




 9    Be3 
0-0 


10   f4  
Qc7




11   Kh1 
Re8 


12    Bf3 
Bf8




13   Qd2 
Na5 


14    b3(a)  
Rb8




15   Rad1 
Nc6 


16    Bf2 
Nd7




17   Bg3(b)  
Nxd4 


18    Qxd4 
b5




19   axb 
axb 


20    b4 
g6




21   e5   
d5  


22    f5! 
gxf




23   Nxd5! 
Qc4(c) 

24    Qd2 
h6(d)




25   h3(e) 
exd5


26    Bxd5  
Qxb4    




27   c3  
Qc5


28    Rxf5  
Re6




29   Rxf7! 
Nb6(f)  

30    Rdf1 
Nxd5(g)




31   Rxf8 
Qxf8 


32    Rxf8  
Kxf8




33   Qxd5(h) 
Ke8 


34    Bh4 
Bd7




35   Bf6 
b4  


36    Qe4  
Bc8(i)




37   cxb 
Rb7 


38    Qg6+ 
Kd7




39   Qxh6 
Kc7 


40    Qf4 
Kb8




41   h4 
Rc7 


42    h5 
resigns

a)  A necessary weakening of the queenside (to prevent ...Nc4), leaving the c pawn backward and the knight on c3 lacking protection. However White’s coming kingside attack gives Black no opportunity to exploit the weakness. 

b)  The relocation of White’s bishop on g3 sets up strong threats on the  h2-b8 diagonal against Black’s queen and rook.

c)  If 23...exd5?  24 e6, Qb6  25 exf7+, Kxf7  27 Bh5+ wins quickly.

d)  Black cannot allow 25 Qg5+.

e)  This prevents the defensive ...Qg4 after Bxd5..

f)  29...Kxf7 loses to 30 Qf4+, Ke7  31 Bh4+, Ke8  32 Bxe6.

g)  30...Bg7 loses to 31 Qf4, Qxd5  32 Rxg7+! Kxg7  33 Qf8+, Kh7  34 Rf7+, Kg6  35 Qg8+, Kh5  36 Qg4#.

h)  Black’s insecure king, the inability to coordinate his rooks and his two pawn minus seal his fate.

i)   If 36...bxc  37 Qg6+ mates.

The 193 player Queenstown Open was won appropriately by GM Murray Chandler.  New Zealand born Chandler who has represented both NZ and England in Olympiads on numerous times was the inspiration behind the event and must be delighted with not only his own success but also the popularity of the tournament.  Australians Ian Rogers and David Smerdon were =2nd on 8/11, half a point behind Chandler.  WA scores: Jay Lakner 6 (=37th), Ryan Humphries 4.5, Dennis Holland, Robin Shaw, Yita Choong 4, Blaire Slack-Smith 3.

SOLUTION:  1...Qxb3!  if 2 axb3,  d1=Q and if 3 Rxd1, Rxd1# - the two combinative ideas being ‘removing the guard’ (ie the bishop on b3 guarding d1) and ‘back row mate’.

