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If a title were needed it might be, ‘From the sublime to the ridiculous in Moscow’.  Firstly a spectacular finish (Smikovski-Gabridian, Moscow 2006).  White establishes an easily won position in 3 moves:
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The recently completed Aeroflot Open, again in Moscow, had over 500 players in 4 divisions. Our two games come from the top section and will surely provide comfort to anyone who loses in 20 moves or less for the two losers are grandmasters whose skill and wealth of opening knowledge would be expected to          

protect them from early losses.  In the first the loser is in short time driven into a state of complete helplessness while in the second a crass tactical oversight leads to immediate disaster.



Andrey Shariyazdanov  (2583*)  -  Alexy  Dreev (2697)



Aeroflot Open, Round 5:  Feb 2006



Queens Gambit Declined:  Semi-Slav Defence



 1     d4  
d5  


 2    c4 

c6



 3     Nc3  
Nf6 


 4    e3  
e6



 5     Nf3  
Nbd7 


 6    Qc2  
Bd6



 7     g4  
dxc(a) 


 8    Bxc4 
e5



 9     g5  
Nd5 


10   Bd2(b) 
0-0



11    0-0-0 
exd 


12   Nxd4 
Nb4!(c)



13    Qb1 
Ne5!


14   Be2  
c5!



15    Nf5  
c4!  


16   Nxd6  
Ned3+



17    Bxd3  
Nxd3+  

18   Kc2  
Qxd6



19    Be1  
Bg4  


20   Rd2  
Bf3



White resigns(d)

*) FIDE ratings of players

a)  7...Nxg4 is playable, eg  8 Rg1, Qf6  9 Rxg4, Qxf3  10 Rxg7.

b)  Grabbing the pawn by 10 Bxd5, Nxd5  11 Nxd5 is ill-advised in view of the looseness of White’s position.  Nunn  in NCO gives 10 Ne4 with slight plus to White.

c)  White is rapidly driven back in disarray with Black able to establish a knight outpost on d3 leading to the complete misplacement of the White forces..

d)  What an incredibly sorry state White’s pieces are in!



Alexander  Moiseenko (2657)  -   Boris  Savchenko (2569)



Aeroflot Open, Round 6:  Feb 2006



Queens Gambit Declined



 1     d4  
Nf6 


 2    c4  
e6



 3     Nf3  
d5 


 4    Nc3  
Be7



 5     Bf4  
0-0 


 6    e3  
b6



 7     Bd3  
Bb7 


 8    cxd  
exd



 9     0-0  
c5  


10   Ne5  
Na6



11    Qf3  
Nc7  


12   Rad1  
cxd



13    exd  
Ne6  


14   Be3  
Bb4



15    Qh3  
Bc8?(a) 

16   Nc6  
Qd6



17    Nxb4  
Qxb4  


17   Nxd5!  
Resigns

a)  Alarmed at White’s attacking forces directed against his king Black counters with a threat of a discovered attack on the White queen. However it proves a terrible blunder, fatally weakening control of c6 & d5.

b)  The knight on f6 is overworked -  17...Nxd5  18 Qxh7# or 17...Qa5  18 Nxf6+ / 19 Qxh7#.

Players should be thinking of the South West Open on Sat 11, Sun 12 March.  Make a real effort to get down to Bunbury for what is WA’s top weekender.  Enquiries Julian Painter 9795 8044.

SOLUTION:  1 Rxf5!! Bxg3 (1...Rxf5  2 Qg6#) 2 Rxf6+, g6  3 hxg+ & wins – the power of the discovered check!

