Chess    Sat 18  March  2006                                   David Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com     1

FIDE champion Veselin Topalov continued his strong second half run in the Morelia / Linares Super GM tournament with a fine win in the penultimate round against leader Peter Leko.  This left four players, Leko, Topalov, teenager Teimour Radjabov and Levon Aronian, sharing the lead on 7.5/13.  In the final round Topalov played into a known line which gave his opponent, cellar dweller Vallejo Pons, a perpetual check while Radjabov surprisingly agreed a draw in a blocked Kings Indian with all pieces still on the board.  This left 23 year old Armenian Levon Aronian, ranked fifth in the world, winner on 8.5 after a surprisingly comfortable win against a seemingly disspirited Leko, with Radjabov and Topalov equal second half a point behind.  Here is a crucial position from Topalov-Leko after White’s 55th move.  Black played 55...Rd4? allowing White to win material.  Can you see how? 
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   ETIENNE  BACROT   -   LEVON  ARONIAN




               2006 Morelia/Linares, Round 7




                Nimzo-Indian Defence (4 Nf3)




 1    d4  
Nf6 


 2    c4  
e6




 3    Nc3  
Bb4  


 4    Nf3  
c5




 5    g3  
Ne4 


 6    Qd3 
Qa5




 7    Qxe4  
Bxc3+ 


 8    Bd2  
Bxd2+




 9    Nxd2 
Nc6 


10   dxc 
b6!




11   Bg2(a) 
Bb7  


12   Qf4
bxc




13   Qd6  
Qb6 


14   Ne4  
Nd4(b)




15   Qxb6 
axb6 


16   Nd6+ 
Ke7




17   Bxb7 
Nc2+ 


18   Kd2  
Nxa1




19   Nxf7  
Rxa2!(c) 

20   Nxh8 
Rxb2+




21   Kd3 
Rb3+ 


22   Ke4 
Nc2 





23   e3  
b5! 


24   Kf4(d) 
bxc




25   Be4 
Nb4 


26   Bxh7(e) 
Nd3+




27   Kg5 
Nxf2 


28   Rf1 
Rb2




29   h4  
d5 


30   Ra1 
Kd7




31   Nf7 
c3 


32   Kg6 
Ng4 


33   Rg1
Re2 


34   Kxg7 
Rxe3

35   h5  
d4 


36   h6 
c4

37   Bc2 
Nxh6 


38   Nxh6 
d3

39   Ba4+ 
Kd6 


40   g4 
Kc5

41   g5  
Kb4 


42   Ng4 
Re4

43   Nf6 
Re5 


44   Bd1 
d2

45   g6  
Re1 


46   Kf7 
Rxg1

47   g7 
Ka3 


48   Bg4  
Rxg4

49   Nxg4 
d1=Q 


50   g8=Q(f) 
Qd7+

51   Kf6 
Qd4+ 


52   Kxe6 
c2

53   Qa8+ 
Kb2 


54   Qb8+ 
Kc1

55   Qg8 
Kd1 


White resigns 


a)  Not 11 cxb, Bb7 threatening 12...Nd8.

b)  A novelty leading to a very unusual position.  14...Qb4+ is equal.

c)  Otherwise Black will be a pawn down with no compensation.

d)  Not 24 cxb? Rxb5  25 Ba6, Rb8.

e)  The knight is freed but Black’s pawns are on the march.

f)  White has been most resourceful to force a promotion but is still lost.

 


  
         




Top Players Keep Out!  The Kingsley Open will be restricted to Under 1600 players so here’s a chance for lesser lights to shine.  Sat/Sun 25/26 March at Legacy House, 64 Mill Point Rd., S Perth.  Enquiries Norbert Muller 9409 9579.

Also at Legacy House Sat 25 March, 1-6pm, the 2006 Junior Allegro Championships (four divisions, U18, U14, U14, U12). Enquiries 9398 4242, 9274 7338, 9271 1006.

SOLUTION: 55 Nf6!! (threat 56 Re8#) 55...Rxd6  57 Re8+, Kc7  58 Re2! with dual threats of 59 Rxb2 and Ne8+.  Leko gave up the knight but was unable to exchange off White’s last pawn.  Analysis showed a draw with 54...Kd7 (instead of 54...Rd4) 55 Kxg6, Nc4  56 Rd3, Nxd6!!  57 Rxd6+, Ke7 winning the knight or White’s last pawn.

