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Today’s problem with an absence of major pieces (Gamage 1904) is a delight.  White to play and mate in two.  The key move is most logical, even if surprising, leading to 6 different mates depending on Black’s reply:
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Last week we saw the brilliant double exchange sacrifices of Karpov against a young Topalov.  One important step in improvement is the ability to learn from defeats.  I imagine Karpov’s play had a lasting effect on Topalov.  Could it have been the inspiration for the following recent game against this year’s Morelia / Linares victor?




Veselin  Topalov   -   Levon  Aronian

2006 Corus A (Wijk aan Zee)

Queens Indian Defence

 1    d4  
Nf6 


 2    c4  
e6

 3    Nf3  
b6 


 4    g3 
Ba6

 5    b3  
Bb4+ 


 6    Bd2  
Be7

 7    Bg2  
c6  


 8    Bc3  
d5

 9    Ne5 
Nfd7 


10   Nxd7 
Nxd7

11   Nd2 
0-0 


12   0-0 
Nf6  

13   e4  
b5 


14   exd 
exd

15   Re1 
Rb8 


16   c5 

Bc8  

17   Nf3  
Ne4 


18   Rxe4!(a) 
dxe4

19   Ne5 
Qd5(b) 

20   Qe1(c) 
Bf5

21   g4  
Bg6 


22   f3  
b4(d)

23   fxe 
Qe6 


24   Bb2 
Bf6

25   Nxc6!(e) 
Qxc6 


26   e5 

Qa6

27   exf6 
Rfe8 


28   Qf1 
Qe2

29   Qf2 
Qxg4 


30   h3 
Qg5

31   Bc1 
Qh5 


32   Bf4 
Rbd8

33   c6  
Be4 


34   c7  
Rc8

35   Re1  
Qg6 


36   Rxe4!(f) 
Rxe4

37   d5 
Rce8 


38   d6  
Re1+

39   Kh2 
Qf5 


40   Qg3 
g6

41   Qg5 
Qxg5(g) 

42   Bxg5 
Rd1 

43   Bc6 
Re2+ 


44   Kg3 
resigns

a)  A brilliant prepared innovation.  In Kramnik-Leko (Dortmund 2004) Black drew after 18 Ne5, Nxc3  19 Qd3, Qc7  20 Qxc3, Re8.

b)  The passive 19...Qc7 leaves White in control after 20 Bxe4, Bb7  21 Qf3, Rac8  22 a4.

c)  Not 20 Qe2 which leaves the bishop on c3 unprotected (see note d).

d)  Better may well have been the counter sacrifice 22...Bxc5  23 dxc5, Qxc5+  24 Kh1, b4  25 Bb2, exf  26 Bxf3, Rfe8.

e)  Not 25 d5? Qe8.

f)  The first exchange sacrifice, Rxe4, occured on move 18: the second, again Rxe4, 18 moves later! 

g)  If 41...Qe6  42 d7! Qxd7  43 Qh6 mating.

Over 60 juniors entered the very first WA Junior Grand Prix event, the 2006 WA Junior Allegro.  Main prize winners:  U18 – Paul Taylor 6.5/7, Rebecca Teunisse (from Geraldton) 6, Verity Williams 4.5: U 14 Yita Choong 6, Nicholas Ho 5.5, John Moritz, Christopher Limpah 5:  Under 12 – Jonathon Limpah, Ben Edland, Tom Edland, Weiming Weng, Rhys Katich 5, Amy Brown (who led for 5 rounds) 4.5:  Under 10 Ben Clapin, William Williams 5, Alex Au Yong 4.5.  Great to see such a good turnout and the strong showing of the girls.

Haydn Barber is continuing the tradition of the now defunct Midland Club in organising a ‘Masters’ and ‘Challengers’ tournament at his chess studio in Huntingdale.  The Challengers from April 26 to June 14 (7 rounds) is an open event and anyone interested should phone 9398 4242 for information.

SOLUTION:  1 Nd8!!  This puts both knights under attack but coordinates them beautifully – threat 2 Nf7#. If 1...Nxd8  2 d4#: if 1...Nxf8  2 f4#: if 1...Bxc3  2 Nxc6#: if 1...Bxc5  2 Nf7#: if 1...hxg5  2 Nd7#: if hxg3  2 Nxg6#.

