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Both the problem and game* are somewhat unusual today.  Firstly the problem which is a HELPMATE.

Black to play first and assist White to mate in 2 moves.  There are 2 solutions, one much less obvious than the other.
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Twelve players rated over 2600 competed in the annual Amber Rapid and Blindfold tournament at Monaco between March 18th and 30th.  Alexander Morozevich was an impressive winner in the Blindfold with 9.5/11, followed by Viswanathan Anand and Francisco Vallejo Pons with 6.5.  Anand comfortably won the Rapid event with 8/11 with Veselin Topalov and Boris Gelfand equal second on 6.5.This left Morozevich and Anand overall equal first with 14.5/22.  The game I’ve selected for today might be called ‘Forward to the Past’ for it has all the hallmarks of play from the 19th century:

   Levon  Aronian  -   Viswanathan Anand

         2006 Amber Rapid, Round 10

                    Bishops Opening

 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Bc4 
Nf6

 3    d3  
Bc5 


 4    f4  
d5!

 5    exd  
Ng4 


 6    d4!(a) 
Bxd4

 7    Nf3 
Bf2+! 


 8    Kf1 
Bb6

 9    fxe(b) 
Nf2 


10   Qe1 
0-0(c)

11   Bg5(d) 
f6 


12   d6+ 
Kh8

13   exf 
gxf 


14   dxc7 
Bxd7(e)

15   Kxf2 
fxg5 


16   Qc3+ 
Qf6

17   Qxf6+ 
Rxf6 


18   Re1 
Bb6+

19   Kg6 
Bc7+ 


20   Kf7 
Bb6+

21   Kg3 
Bc7+ 


DRAW (f)

a)  Alternatives also leading to wild positions are 6 Nf3, Nf2  7 Qe2, Nxh1  8 d4, Be7  9 dxe, 0-0  10 Be3  or  6 Qe2, 0-0  7 Nf3, exf  8 Nc3, Re8  9 Ne4.

b)  The non-sacrificial 9 Qe2 leaves Black in a comfortable position – 9...0-0  10 fxe, Nd7  11 Bg5, f6!  12 e6, fxg5  13 e7, Ne3+  14 Qxe3, Bxe3  15 exd8=Q, Rxd8  16 d6+, Kh8  17 dxc, Rf8.

c)  10...Nxh1 is certainly possible.

d)  11 Rg1 is the safe alternative.

e)  Not 14...Qxd7??  15 Bxf6+! Rxf6  16 Qe8+, Kg7  17 Qg8+, Kh6  18 Qg5#.

f)  After all the fireworks the game fizzles out to a draw by repetition.  

This weekend two events will be held at Legacy House (cnr Frasers Lane), Mill Point RD., S Perth.  The Gufeld Cup starts at 1pm and continues tomorrow and Monday, both days 11am start (2 games a day).  Please submit entries by 12.30pm at venue.

The Junior Easter Grand Prix event (15 min flagfall) will also start at 1pm today but concludes at approx 6pm. Trophies will be awarded for places 1-3 in U18, U 14, U12 and U10 groups.  Enquiries 9398 4242 or 9276 1822.

Players can still submit entries to the 2006 WA Chess Knock Out tournament.  Please contact Haydn Barber before April 20 (9398 4242).

There have been two withdrawals from the Australian Olympiad teams, Darryl Johansen (Bd 3 Open) and Anastasia Sorokina (Bd 2 Women).  Their  places have been taken by Nick Speck and Ngan Koshnitsky.  Regretably no government assistance is provided, leaving the chess community and the individual players to meet all the costs. Please consider helping by making a donation to the Olympiad Appeal, c/o Brett Tindall, Box 463, Stratfield, NSW 2135 (cheques payable to A C F Olympiad Appeal).  

SOLUTION:  Black needs to bring or allow the White king into the game and then block a Black king escape, enabling White to mate with a double check: 1...Qh6+  2 Kf7, Qg5  3 Rh2#  or  1...Qe4!  2 Kg7! Qh4!  3 Re5#

.

