CHESS  20 May  2006              David Ellis  9276 1822 / openfile@bigpond.com           1

Last week’s problem had 2 knights mating against 2 knights + 1 pawn.  This week’s is a little more difficult with a sole knight mating against a pawn.  White to play mates in 7 moves:
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German Grandmaster Wolfgang Unzicker died of a heart attack last month while holidaying in Portugal at the age of 80.  Unzicker, one of the leading players in the West, dominated West German chess in the years after WW II.  He was West German champion 7 times and represented his country at 13 Olympiads. In 1950 he shared 1st prize with Miguel Najdorf of Argentina for best score on top board (+9 =4 -1) and another outstanding performance on Board 1 in 1964 helped West Germany win the bronze medal. He had wins against such greats as Botvinnik, Smyslov, Keres and Bobby Fischer (in 22 moves).  A full- time lawyer and judge, Unzicker was described by ex-world champion Anatoly Karpov as ‘the world champion of amateurs’.   Last year he competed in a double round robin against other veteran greats Karpov, Korchnoi and Spassky to commemorate his 80th birthday (Karpov and Korchnoi competed despite the continuing animosity between them) and was an active player right up to his death.  Here is one of his most famous games which won him a brilliancy prize against Estonian great Paul Keres:



              Wolfgang  Unzicker   -   Paul  Keres



                                Moscow 1956



                   Ruy Lopez:  Tchigorin Defence



 1    e4  
e5  


 2    Nf3 
Nc6



 3    Bb5  
a6 


 4    Ba4  
Nf6



 5    0-0 
Be7 


 6    Re1 
b5



 7    Bb3 
d6 


 8    c3 
  
0-0  



 9    h3  
Na5 


10   Bc2 
c5



11   d4  
Qc7 


12   Nbd2 
cxd



13   cxd 
Nc6 


14   Nb3 
Bb7(a)



15   Bg5 
h6 


16   Bh4 
Nb4



17   Bb1 
Rac8 


18   Re2 
Nh5



19   a3  
Nc6 


20   d5  
Nb8



21   Rc2 
Qd8 


22   Na5 
Rxc2(b)



23   Nxb7 
Qc7 


24   Qxc2 
Qxb7



25   Bxe7 
Rc8(c) 


26   Bxd6!!(d) 
Rxc2



27   Bxc2(e) 
f6  


28   Bb3 
Nf4



29   Rd1 
Nd7 


30   Rd2 
Nb6



31   Bc7(f)  
Nc4! 


32   d6 
Ne6



33   Ba5 
Nc5(g) 

34   Bb4! 
Nd7(h)



35   Rc2 
a5 


36   Bxa5 
Qxe4



37   Nd2 
Qd3(i) 


38   Rxc4! 
Kh7(j)



39   Bc2 
resigns

a)  Better was 14…a5 initiating a queenside pawn push.

b)  Better was 22…Bxh4!  23 Nxb7, Bxf2+  24 Rxf2, Qb6  25 Nxd6, Qxd6 with chances for both sides.

c)  If 25…Qxe7, 26 Ba2 / 27 Rc1 leaves White in control.

d)  Black’s attempted zwischenzug, seeking to gain control of the c file, is met by a brilliant positional queen sacrifice.

e)  White’s dynamic advantages (2 dominating bishops + the dangerous passed d pawn) give White a considerable advantage despite the loss of his queen. 

f)  Better was 31 Bb4 (eg 31…Nc4  32 d6, Qd7  33 Nh4, Kf8  34 Bxc4, bxc4  35 Nf5 retaining a strong plus).

g)  33…Qd7 retains drawing chances.

h)  If 34…Nxb3, 35 d7 wins easily.

i)  A blunder in a lost position (37…Qd4  38 Nxc4, Qd1+  39 Kh2, bxc4  40 Bxc4+, Kf8  41 Rd2).

j)  38…bxc4?  39 Bxc4+ wins the queen.

PERTH  OPEN  (7 round Swiss, WA Grand Prix event) today (10am – 5.30pm) and tomorrow (11am – 5.30pm) at the Wanneroo Rec. Centre.  This event is open to non-CAWA members.  Submit entries by 9.30.  Enquiries Norbert Muller 9409 9579.

METRO  OPEN  (7 round Swiss) will be held on successive Thursday evenings staring May 25.  Besides open prizes there will be prizes in 3 rating groups.  Enquiries Kelvin Taylor 9381 7854.

SOLUTION:  1 Kc1, a3  2 Nc2+, Ka2  3 Nd4, Ka1  4 Kc2, Ka2  5 Ne2, Ka1  6 Nc1, a2  7 Nb3#.

