CHESS
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David Ellis  9276 1822 /openfile@bigpond.com  1

White seems unlikely to queen a pawn in this endgame study by L. Prokes.  Both his pawns are attacked, 1 b7 can be met by the forking  1…Nd6+ and if 1 e7, Kf7  2 Kd5, Nxb6  3 Kd6, Nc8+  4 Kd7, Nxe7=.   However, by a series of clever moves which include 2 sacrifices White establishes a clear win in 5 moves:
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150 open and 108 women’s teams are playing in the Chess Olympiad in Turin, host city for the last Winter Olympics.  The venue is the stadium used for the figure-skating and for the first time both open and women’s teams can be played concurrently in the same room. After 7 rounds Armenia leads in the Open, followed by Russia, which lost to Netherlands, and Cuba.  Australia, with 4 wins and 3 losses, is 48th.  Of note was David Smerdon’s draw with ex-FIDE world champion Kasimdzhanov.  In the Women’s event leading teams are Russia, Ukraine and China with Australia 44th, like the men with 4 wins and 3 losses.  Here are 2 brevities from the event, one featuring a Grandmaster loss with the White pieces in only 19 moves and the other a brilliant queen sacrifice:



SOKOLOV (Netherlands) – ARONIAN (Armenia)



2006 Turin Olympiad, Round 7



Nimzo-Indian Defence, Classical Variation



 1    d4 
Nf6 


 2    c4  
e6



 3    Nc3 
Bb4 


 4    Qc2  
d5



 5    cxd 
exd 


 6    Bg5 
c5



 7    dxc 
h6 


 8    Bh4 
g5



 9    Bg3 
Ne4 


10   Bxb8?(a) 
Qf6!



11   Bg3 
Nxc3 


12   a3 

Bf5



13   Qd2 
Ba5 


14   b4 
Ne4



15   Qc1 
Rc8 


16   Ra2(b) 
Rxc5



17   Qa1 
Qc6! 


18   Qe5+ 
Kd8



19   Qxh8+ 
Kd7 


White resigns



CRUZ (Peru)  -  CONQUEST (England)



2006 Turin Olympiad, Round 6



English Opening



 1    d4 
Nf6 


 2    c4 

c5



 3    Nf3 
cxd 


 4    Nxd4 
e5



 5    Nb5 
d5!


 6    cxd 
Bc5(c)



 7    e3  
0-0 


 8    N5c3 
Qe7



 9    Bc4 
Nbd7 


10   Nd2 
Nb6



11   a3 

Rd8


12   Qb3(d) 
e4



13   Be2 
Bf5 


14   Qa2 
Nbxd5



15   Nxd5 
Nxd5 


16   b4 
Bxe3!



17   fxe3 
Nxe3 


18   Nf1(e)
Nxg2+



19   Kf2 
Bh3 


20   Qb2(f) 
Rac8 



21   Ng3 
e3+ 


22   Kg1 
Nf4



23   a4(g)
Qxb4!! 

24   Bf1(h) 
Rd1!



White resigns(i)

a)  10 e3 is the accepted move: the text leaves the f2 square vulnerable, leading to a decisive lead in development for Black.

b)  If 16 bxa5, Rxc5  17 Qd1, Qc3+.

c)  Disastrous is 6…Nxd5?  7 Qxd5! Qxd5  8 Nc7+.

d)  Not 12 e4, Ng4  13 0-0, Qh4 winning.

e)  If 18 Kf2, Qf6  19 Bb2, Qb6!

f)  Black was threatening 20…Qf6+.

g)  Planning 24 Ra3

h)  24 Qxb4, Nxe2+  25 Nxe2, Rd1+  26 Qe1, Rxe1#.

i)  25 Qxb4, Ne2+!  26 Nxe2, Rxf1+ or 25…Rxf1+! 26 Nxf1, Ne2#.

This weekend the Foundation Day Open (WA Grand Prix) will be held at Legacy House (cnr Frasers Lane), Mill Point Rd., S. Perth.  Play starts at 1pm today and continues tomorrow and Monday at 11am (2 games a day).  Please submit entries by 12.30 today at venue.  Enquiries Haydn Barber 9398 4242. 

SOLUTION: 1 b7! Nd6+  2 Kd4! (a move to put Black into zugzwang) 2…Nxb7  3 Kd5 (now Black’s knight is trapped and the Black king must move away from the last White pawn) 3…Kg7  4 Nd8! (threat 5 e7 / 6 e8=Q) 4…Nxd8  5 e7 and queens (5…Ne6  6 Kxe6 – not 6 e8=Q? Nc7+).

