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Aleks Wohl was in sensational form in the Turin Olympiad scoring 7 wins in his 8 games.  Despite having so many of his pieces under attack, his next move brings about his South African opponent’s instant resignation.  Can you see the move (mate in 5)?
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The 2006 Turin Olympiad was won convincingly by Armenia who were unbeaten in their 13 matches, scoring 36/52 with only 2 games lost.  China were second with 34 points followed by USA, Israel and Hungary (without Judit Polgar).  Despite being led by Classic World Champion Vladimir Kramnik, who went through undefeated, Russia could manage only 6th.  And although Michael Adams and Nigel Short both scored 8/11 on the top two boards, England could finish only 19th of the 148 teams.  Australia finished in 29th place with 30 points.  Individual scores:  Ian Rogers 5/8, David Smerdon 6.5/11, Zhao Zong-Yuan 7/11, Gary Lane 3.5/8, Aleks Wohl 7/8, Nick Speck 1/6.

Ukraine won the Women’s Olympiad with 29.5/39, followed by Russia 28, China 27.5, USA and Hungary 24.5.  Australia scored 19.5 to be 54th of the 103 teams.  Individual scores: Irina Berezina 5/9, Laura Moylan 3.5/10, Arianne Caoili 4/9, Ngan Phan-Koshnitsky 7/10.

The first round match against lowly ranked Macao gave David Smerdon a chance to show his attacking brilliance:



Jose  Silverinha   -   David  Smerdon



2006 Turin Olympiad, Round 1



Benoni Defence



 1    d4  
Nf6 


 2    c4  
e6



 3    Nc3  
c5 


 4    d5 
exd



 5    Nxd5(a)  
Nxd5 


 6    Qxd5 
Nc6



 7    Nf3 
d6 


 8    Bg5(b) 
Qb6



 9    0-0-0 
Be6 


10   Qe4 
Qa6



11   Nd2 
Qxa2 


12   f4  
g6!!(c)



13   Bf6  
Be7! 


14   Bxh8 
Bf5(d)



15   Qe3 
Qa1+ 


16   Nb1 
Qxb1+



17   Kd2 
Qc2+ 


18   Ke1 
Qxc4



19   Rxd6 
Qe4 


20   Qxe4 
Bxe4



21   Rd2 
f6(e)  


22   e3  
Na5



23   Bg7 
a6 


24   Bd3 
Bc6



25   f5(f) 
Kf7 


26   Bh6 
c4



27   Be2 
Bb4(g)

a)  A plausible looking move which saddles Black with a backward d pawn on a half-open file.  However Black shows why 5 cxd is the universally accepted move.

b)  More misguided play, leading to a rapid loss of a pawn. 

c)  Superficially this prevents 13 f5 but in fact prepares a cunning sacrificial attack.  White sees the hole and his bishop jumps into it.

d)  The hidden point of 12..g6, enabling the bishop to attack the queen.

e)  This is the position Black saw when he played 12…g6.  He has a pawn for the exchange, a dangerous 3-1 queenside majority and White’s bishop on h8 is in danger.

f)  Leaving his king on the same diagonal as the rook on d2 allows Black to win back the exchange. 25 Kf2 is logical both tactically and positionally, freeing the rook on h1. 

g)  Black has an overwhelming position. White hung on another 18 moves before resigning.

As a donor to the Olympiad Appeal I received a round by round report by e-mail, a chore cheerfully (I hope) undertaken by various members of the two Australian teams.  Writing about Ian Rogers’ loss to Denmark’s 6’ 8’’ top player Peter Heine Neilson, David Smerdon states: ‘Unfortunately his speculative attack was no match for Big Foot and as the game heightened, Ian’s pawns were in short supply.  In the end holding the queen ending proved too tall an order and even a desperate stalemate swindle proved to be a long shot.’  Fortunately David’s chess is a great deal more sophisticated than his humour.

The (delayed) Foundation Day Junior Grand Prix Allegro (15 mins each player) will be played at Applecross High, Links Rd., Ardross today from 1-6pm (Under 18, Under 14, Under 12, Under 10 divisions).  All juniors welcome.  Please submit entry by 12.30 at venue.  Enquiries 9398 4242, 9271 1006, 9274 7338.

The 2006 WA Championship, has been rescheduled to one round each Sunday for 9 weeks, starting July 2nd.  

SOLUTION:  1 Rxe6!! (1…fxe6  2 Qxh7+, Kf8  3 Qh8+, Kf7  4 Bg6+, Ke7  5 Qxg7#)

